
  

Vacation Bible School  2010—A Galac-
tic Blast.  Left Dr. Luna C. Starr (Dr. John 
Gay) exhibits a moon rock.  Right children 
pair up for activity. 
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                    Happiness 
 
I have taken up with the words of the an-
cient Augustine (354-430), bishop of Hippo 
in North Africa...source of much Western 
thought, preacher, teacher, spiritual guide, 
vegetarian, tee-totaler, deliverer of the 
poor, writer of books, and intense contro-
versialist. 
 
Augustine tried to supply answers for life’s 
most important issues.  For instance, peo-
ple want happiness.  To be happy, per-
sons should get what they want when they 
want it.  But, if persons want things that 
fade away, the day will come when the 
cannot get what they want, and they will 
lose happiness. 
 
If persons want physical endurance or 
money or sex or companionship or pres-
tige or power, these things will not always 
be available: 
 Physical strength will decline, 
  The very rich often get wiped out 
 Even teenage boys lose the drive 
for sex, 
 Lovers can choose another 
 Prestige & power come and go. 
So to be happy, persons should get what  

They want when they want it.  But 
they must want that which lasts, which 
does not  fade away—happiness is ruined 
by fear. 
 
The cause of fear is knowing we can lose 
what we want when we want it.  As long as 
we want things that fade away, we add 
fear to our lives and sap our happiness. 
 
Happiness, then, is to want what does not 
fade away, and what is always available.  
When we want what does not fade away 
and what is always available, there is no 
fear, and happiness abounds. 
 
For Augustine, the person who is happy is 
the person who has God—that which does 
not fade away, and which is always avail-
able. 
 
                        TYG 

Just a Reminder of Outreach 
Ministry Opportunities 
The Sunday bulletin states at the end:  
“The holiest moment of the church service 
is the moment when God’s people go out 
of the church  door to be the Church in the 
world.”  Ministry opportunities exist in the 
volunteer work at Castaways each 
Wednesday and Thursday and Monday 
through Friday at the Good Samaritan.  If 
you have a time you have set aside for 
ministry, these places are always in need .    

 
 

The Rockport Beacon is published monthly by the 
First United Methodist Church of Rockport, 801 E. 
Main Street, Rockport, Texas 78382.   
    
Send address changes to The Rockport Beacon,  
P. O. Box 1045, Rockport, Texas 78381.       
  

First United Methodist Church Staff  
Pastor…………………………………...Thom C. Elliott 
Business Manager………………………....Lesa Larsen 
Education Director……………………….Jan Burkhart 
Administrative Assistant/Editor…...Beverly Robberson 
Custodian…………………………....Alfredo Gonzales 
Director of Music…………………….Linda Hamilton 
Choir Director………………………..Ruth Reagan 
First Learning Tree Staff  
Director…………………………..............Kathy Daniels 
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Wednesday Night Fellow-
ship Meal Begins Aug. 11 
The Wednesday night fellowship meal be-
gins on August 11th at 5:00 pm.  Free and 
open to everyone, the meals will be in Fel-
lowship Hall #1 & #2 and will end at 5:45 
at which time a brief  family-oriented  wor-
ship service will be held in the fellowship 
hall.  Following the service, clean-up will 
occur.                      
 
Bootsie Larsen, originator of the meal, has 
announced the menus for August: 
11th—brisket, baked beans, potato salad, 
garlic bread and ice cream brownie. 
 
18th—Lasagna, green salad, bread sticks 
and peach cobbler/Cool Whip. 
 
25th—Fish fry/burger, green beans, slaw, 
French bread and cookies/ice cream. 
 
Last year, Bootsie received an anonymous 
gift to begin the meals and through the 
free-will offerings received at the meals, 
he’ll be able to continue the weekly meals. 
 
So mark your calendars now to begin par-
ticipating weekly in the fellowship meal 
and brief worship.  Monthly menus will be 
posted. 

Children’s Church Re-
sumes August 8th 
Ice Cream Social/Orientation is 
August 1st 
Chris Weber, Director of Children’s 
Church, states that on Sunday, August 1 
there will be an ice cream social in the 
Children’s Church room (Fellowship Hall 
#2) after the 10:30 service.  All parents 
and children (ages 3-9) are invited to at-
tend.  The program for the fall will be an-
nounced and the children will become fa-
miliar with the room. 
 
The regular program for Children’s Church 
will begin on August 8th after the children 
are dismissed by the pastor from the 10:30 
worship service. 
 

From the Education Direc-
tor 
Jan Burkhart reports the Education office 
has been reorganized and is open for 
business!!  Please feel free to come by 
and check it out.  If you are interested in 
leading a Bible study, please come by and 
let’s talk.  We have so many wonderful 
studies—some of them have never been 
opened.   
 
Jan is in the Education office in the morn-
ings until lunch or give her a call to set up 
a time to meet. 
 
The Education Committee is meeting to 
talk about the fall curriculum for Sunday 
School and the schedule of activities in-
cluding children’s choir, children’s handbell 
choir and children’s liturgical dance class. 
 
Jan can be reached at church 729-1659 or 
at home 727-2042.  
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From Our Lay Leader: 
Karen Lee Rystad 
 
The Corpus Christi District South Awards 
Celebration with Bishop James Dorff has 
been set for Saturday, September 18, 
2010 at First United Methodist Church, 
900 South Shoreline, Corpus Christi from 
5:30pm to 8:00 p.m.  The evening will offer 
fellowship, dinner entertainment, and 
awards. 
 
Now is the time to nominate laity, youth, 
and/or children  in our church for recogni-
tion.  The three categories are:  Youngest 
Disciple Award—children who have com-
pleted kindergarten through fifth grade; 
Young Disciple Award—youth who are in 
the sixth through the twelfth grade, and 
Discipleship/Exemplar Awards. 
 
Persons who have received a Discipleship 
Award previously are not eligible.  A list of 
persons who have previously received a 
Discipleship Award and nomination forms 
for each category are available at the in-
formation desk. 
 
These forms would need to be completed 
and returned to Pastor Thom or Karen Lee 
Rystad by Monday, August 2nd. 
 
Tickets for the event are available in our 
church office.  The cost is $10 and the 
deadline to purchase a ticket is August 9.   
 
Parents needing childcare may call First 
United Methodist Church at (361)884-0391 
ext. 301 (Connie Jennings) to make nec-
essary arrangements.  Please include 
name, number of children and ages of chil-
dren  when responding.  Deadline is Au-
gust 10th.�
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Mount Wesley Conference Center in Kerr-
ville, Texas is the place of the senior 
Christian retreat.  Sponsored by the 
Southwest Texas Conference Council on 
Older Adult Ministries, the Senior Christian 
Retreat has been held annually for over 50 
years.  The theme is Body—Mind—Spirit.  
 
This year’s leader is Barbara Bruce, au-
thor and educator from Rochester, New 
York.  She teaches Mental Aerobics  in 
Gerontology Certification Programs and 
brain fitness nationally at Elderhostels.   
 
Worship Leaders are Margaret Bolton and 
Rev. Greg Hackett.  Bible Study leaders 
are Rev. Terence Dowdy, Rev. James 
Amerson and Rev. Dr. Karl Brown.  Mark 
Iberg is certified laughter leader.  The Re-
treat Choir Director is Mike Templeton and 
the accompanist is Judy Templeton. 
 
Mini courses are offered on Tuesday and 
Wednesday afternoons.  They include:   
Hiking Sticks led by Dr. Mickey Little, 
Woodworking led by Rev. Del Brown, Life 
Keeps Going led by Kay Hudler, Cooking 
for 1 or 2 led by Anita Woolsey, Water-
color for Everyone led by Emma Lea May-
ton, New Ancient Ways to Pray led by 
Rev. Judi Mayne, Butterflies led by Sibyl 
Deacon and Body Recall by Sherry Benick 
Brochures/registration forms are on the 
bulletin board.  Registration deadline is 
September 3rd.  Cost is from $95 to $150 
depending on lodging requirements. 
 
For more information contact Ann Reimer. 
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   AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 
     

01—Karen Lee Rystad 
02—Virginia Felts 
03—Cathy McLaughlin 
04—Judy Goodner 
06—Julie McKain 
07—Summer Barre 
07—Chester Barre 
07—Larry Moore 
08—Lee Rains 
08—Charles Sharp 
09—Earline Flanagan 
11—Richard Butler 
11—Walter Stryker 
12—Gail Leslie 
13—Kathy Barre 
16—Dee Laughlin 
18—Evan Hamilton 
18—Barbara Klemm 
18—Dorothy Langton 
20—Maylene Moore 
23—Clif Cox 
27—Jason Brou 
28—Steve Dyke 
29—Beth Constantino 
29—Sue Morton 
30—Dan Daniels 
30—Virginia Sexton 
31—Bob Ruf 
31—Sue Weir 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
             

 
AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

 
03—Jason & Christine Brou 
11—Web & Marion Halvorsen 
13—Kevin & Susan Jamison 
17—Jim & Shirley Barrett 
17—William & Jeanette Morris 
18—Walter & Peggy Holt 
21—Patrick & Susan Brown 
23—Greg & Rebecca Brou 
23—Robert & Jean Holland 
25—Clyde & Georgia Townsend 
26—Art & Valerie Smith 
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 FIRST  
   LEARNING              
 TREE 
     

                            By Kathy Daniels 
     

August used to be one of my least favorite 
months.  There were no special holidays 
to prepare for.  It was always HOT, and to 
me it was just a bland month.  Well, how 
things change.  I see it now as a month 
filled with so many new and exciting times.  
My summer is over and now it’s time to 
start working on a new school year filled 
with new students and old students return-
ing for another year.  It’s a time to begin 
working on a new budget.  It’s also filled 
with activities to prepare for our next Fall 
Festival.  Many of the grants that I work on 
are due.  So, I no longer see August as a 
dead end month.  Instead, it’s time to hit 
the floor running, shake off the “summer 
time attitude” and make the 2010/2011 
School Year a successful one for our stu-
dents, family, and staff. 
 
I am looking for a music teacher for the 
new school year.  If you have a special 
place in your heart that has a yearning to 
instill the love of music in a child, I’d love 
to talk to you.  It would only be one day a 
week for about an hour.  Please call or 
drop by. 
 
We are still seeking items for our Fall Fes-
tival.  If you are an artist and have a piece 
that you would like to donate, PLEASE 
CALL ME.  If you are a businessman and 
have a service that you could donate, 
PLEASE CALL ME.  No item is too small 
to share with us! 
Kathy 

“Honor the Lord by Giving Him the 
First Part of All Your Income” 
 Proverbs 3:9 
 
 
Thank you for your faithfulness in 
Giving to your church! If you would Like a 
copy of the monthly report, 
They are in the office. If you have 
Questions about the budget, please 
Contact Lesa in the church office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emmaus Gathering August 5th 
 
The Emmaus gathering will be held on Thursday, 
August 5th in fellowship hall #3.  The fellowship 
meal will begin at 6pm.  Anyone interested in join-
ing the group is cordially invited to attend.  A 
Woman’s Walk to Emmaus is  August 5-8 and Oc-
tober 7-10.  Men’s Walk is scheduled for Sept 16-
19.  Scholarships are available.  For more informa-
tion, contact Steve Johnson. 

Financially Faithful  

June 2010  

Income - $18,316.03 

Castaways donation $3,767.53 

Total Income $22,083.56 

Expenses - $27,947.98 

Net Income (Loss) -$(5,864.42) 

  

Jan -June 2010  

Income -  $164,303.87(47%) 

  Budgeted- $346,559 

Expenses -  $158,359.12 46%) 

  Budgeted- $346,559 

Net Inc(Loss) -  5,944.75 

Building Fund contrib.- $4,431 

Loan Balance  -  $91,888 
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Christian Education 
Classes Begin New School 
Year 
By Jan Burkhart, Christian Education Di-
rector 
 
As summer begins to wind down we start 
to get excited about the next school year 
and at FUMC we are too excited about the 
new Sunday School year.  The new Sun-
day School year will begin on August 
22nd.  The Christian Education Committee 
met on July 27th to discuss the format and 
curriculum.  Take a look at the classes we 
are offering and please join us on Sun-
days. 
 
The New Beginnings Class—This class 
will be studying the New International Bi-
ble series.  This class is for the mature 
adult and will continue meeting in Fellow-
ship Hall #1. 
 
We will begin a BRAND NEW CLASS this 
fall for the younger or young at heart adult.  
The participants will be deciding the new 
name for the class which will meet in Fel-
lowship Hall #2. 
 
The Pastor’s Bible Study Class—This 
class is open to anyone who wishes to join 
and meets in Fellowship Hall #3. 
 
These adult classes meet at 9:30 a.m. so 
that all may participate in Fellowship Time 
at 9:15  which includes coffee and snacks 
at the kitchen counter. 
 
For our young ones the following classes 
are offered at 9:15 a.m.: 
 
Tweens (Grades 6-8) will meet in the  
Annex.  

 
Older Elementary for grades 2-5 will meet 
in the Annex. 
 
Younger Elementary for ages 4 years—1st 
grade will also meet in the Annex. 
 
Tweens, Older and Younger Elementary 
will participate in music, Bible study and 
crafts. 
 
The youngest children birth—3years will 
be in the nursery and will also participate 
in age-appropriate Bible study/stories. 
 
The children’s classes begin at 9:15 a.m. 
 

There will be a back to school FAMILY 
PICNIC on Friday, August 13 at 5:00 
p.m. in the back yard of the home of Cyn-
thia Thompson at 1030 N. Allen Street.  
Mom and Dad and all the kiddies are in-
vited for fun, games, hamburgers and hot 
dogs. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

    

From the Music Director 
Have you been missing the choir?  We all 
took a short break and that break is coming 
to an end.  It’s time to get the notes and 
rhythms rolling again.  If you are already a 
member of the adult sanctuary choir, don’t 
forget that we start up again on Saturday, 
August 7th.  We will have our annual choir 
workshop from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.  
If you aren’t already a member but love to 
sing, hang out with great people and praise 
God through music then join us.  We need 
you.   
 
We will begin regular Wednesday evening 
rehearsals on Wednesday, August 11th at 
7:00 p.m. in the choir room.  Hope to see 
you all at the Saturday choir workshop! 
 
Linda Hamilton 
Director of Music 
 

 
Crazy Quilters Will Re-
sume on Wednesdays In 
September 
The Crazy Quilters will resume their weekly 
classes on Wednesday, September 1st at 
9:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall #1.  On the 
first and third Wednesday of each month 
they will meet until 3:00 p.m.  On the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday, they will meet 
until 12:00 noon. 

FUMC Will Serve Commu-
nity Table on Aug. 24th 
August 24th is the date FUMC is responsi-
ble for cooking, serving, and cleaning up 
Community Table at the Presbyterian 
Church.  If you would like to help cook, 
serve tables or clean up, contact Angie 
Armstrong at 729-0074 or call the church 
office at 729-1659.  Food Handler Classes 
for certification are also available. 

      


