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Our first Sunday of the new school year was a
hit. We saw some new faces and some familiar
ones too.

Our new Young and Young At Heart adult class
had a good turn out. We decided to study Bible
101 and What Does It Mean to Be United Meth-
odist. Also, we will be adding some parenting
tips here and there. We are still working on a
name for our class. If anyone is interested in
joining this class we have room for you in Fel-
lowship Hall #3.

The Younger Elementary and Older Elementary
classes will be studying the Old Testament sto-
ries beginning with Abraham and Sarah.

The Tweens will be using a “topical” approach
and will be using My Bible and My Character-
Choosing God's Best.

Linda Hamilton, Director of Music, is leading the
music for these groups of the young.

The New Beginnings Class is still studying Adult
Bible Studies using Uniform Series. Their new
school year begins September 5™

The Pastor’s Bible Study may be changing
things up a little. In the past they have covered
next week’s scripture, but now they may be
choosing a Bible Study instead— more on that
later.

Children’s Church is off on their Journey with
Jesus and the kids are having a fabulous time.

The Children’s Liturgical Dance Class also be-
gan Aug. 22nd and will be meeting after the
second service in Fellowship Hall #2. Taeko
Zeidler is teaching this class again this year and
has some interesting plans for the group.

Take a look around and find a Sunday School
class that fits your needs best. We would LOVE
to see you Sunday morning.

Come Bounce With Us

The youth will be going to Brinca in Corpus
Christi on Sunday afternoon, September 26th.
Brinca is the new bounce house place that has
opened in Corpus Christi. We will meet at the
Church at 1pm and caravan to Brinca. We will
bounce from 2-4pm. The cost is $5.00 per
kiddo.

The Wednesday Night Fellowship Meal on
September 15th will be a special “sit down
dinner. The youth of our church will be serving
YOU! They will be raising money to go on their
trip to Brinca Bounce in Corpus on the 26th.
Plan now to come and support our youth.
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A Yellow Sign of Youth

As summer draws to a close, school opens once
again. We are properly reminded to take special
notice of those yellow road signs which show an
image of a boy and girl carrying books. Those
signs mean Slow Down, School Zone.  Such yel-
low signs can also be life signs for us. They can
remind us not only to reduce the speed of our cars,
but also the learning is not just the business of chil-
dren between the ages of five and eighteen! To be
a student is a lifetime vocation for each of us. We
attend school for several years not so much to ac-
quire knowledge as to learn how to love to learn—
to fall in love with knowledge.

Those yellow school-zone signs should remind
us to ask ourselves, “Am | still a person who enjoys
learning new things?” Henry Ford once said,
“Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at
twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps learning stays
young. The greatest thing in life is to keep your
mind young.”

Students are recognized, as we see on those
school signs, as persons who have a book in hand.
While there are many ways to learn, books are of-
ten the best teachers. Unlike television, books al-
low students to pause, ponder and integrate the
new knowledge into their mental storehouse.

While classroom teachers and television open
wonderful possibilities, they usually do not allow us
to stop the flow of information in order to reflect
upon, or germinate, some novel idea or insight. A
book allows us to move at our own personal pace
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and welcomes reflection.

To have a book in your hands is a very good way
to stay young. But we also need the other ingredi-
ent expressed in the yellow signs. Those signs
present us with a most needed admonition for the
end of the twentieth century: “Slow Down!”  All
true learning requires leisure. In fact, our English
word school comes from the Greek word for lei-
sure. The lack of leisure in our society is one of
the primary reasons why we are becoming an “old
people. So many of us do not understand that we
remain youthful not so much by the use of ails,
creams and physical exercise as by continuing to
be students all our lives...which in turn requires the
cultivation of leisure time.

The homework of our student days should have
taught us that our homes should always be our
primary schools. New learning leads to new fron-
tiers for our minds and heatrts; it is always hard
work to extend boundaries and push outward. Do-
ing homework means that we will not become old
and stale..but will continue to grow and will remain
youthful till death.

The next time you see a yellow school-zone sign,
slow down for the students...but also remind your-
self to ease the pressure in your life, to create the
leisure essential for learning. | promise you that if
you can do that, you will die a happier, wiser and
younger person.
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September

Birthdays

01—Becky McChesney %

02—Robert Holland
03—Leland Knapp
03—Valerie Smith
04—Jack DuBose
04—Weems Farrer
07—Jackie Riley
07—Virginia Russell
09—Helen Wilson
09—Mary Hazard
10—Willy Morris
10—Jan Burkhart
11—Jeanne Coe
12—Kate Knapp
15—Rusty Day
17—Jo Ann Titsworth
18—Adelia Shelton
20—Velma Elder
20—Derrick Reeves
21—Karl Fisher
21—John Gay
23—Annette Hegen
24—Pat Hughes
25—Adeline Dunlap
25—Bob Dunkap
25—May Snair
25—Ginger Gay
26—Mary Ware
28—Web Halvorsen
29—Kitty Caskey
29—August Smith
29—Tana Neel
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OCTOBER NEWSLETTER

DEADLINE
IS SEPTEMBER 15th.
&7 ’ Church Staff email

addresses

Pastor Thom—telliott@fumcrockport.org

Jan Burkhart—jburkhart@fumcrockport.org
Lesa Larsen—fumc@fumcrockport.org

Bev Robberson—brobberson@fumcrockport

September
Anniversaries

2—Jim & Teenie Bailey
4—Jon & Mary Rappard
5—Bobby & Earline Flanagan
5—W.C. & Patsy Phemister
5—Steve & Judy Herndon
7—Larry & Maylene Moore
8—Jerald & Eunice Luttrell
9—James & Janet Carrick
10—Mike & Julie McKain
10—Phillip & Beverly Robberson
14—Drexel & Jackie Riley
16—Charlie & Alice Porter
21—Steve & Jane Dyke
23—Clayton & Susie Black
28—Alan & Paula Barre

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
EACH COUPLE!
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Hospitality Committee

Sponsors Luncheon

We're having a party and everyone is in-
vited. Our Birthday Potluck Luncheon will
be September 12th after the 10:30 a.m.
Service. So mark your calendars.

Sign up sheets for entrees, vegetables,
salads, fruits, and desserts will be on the
welcome desk.

We hope to see you there {*

=

United Methodist Men'’s
Breakfast Set Sept. 1st

The United Methodist Men will meet on
Wednesday, September 1st in the Fellow-
ship Hall for Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. One
item of business will be to plan the details
of the Spaghetti Luncheon Fund Raiser on
Sunday, October 3rd following the second
service. Tickets will be on sale sometime
in September.

All men are invited to the Breakfast meet-
ing for good food and fellowship.

For more information, contact Steve John-
son, president.

MEN'S s>
BREAKFAST
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Emmaus Gathering Set for
September 2nd

The Emmaus Gathering will be on Thurs-
day evening, September 2nd, at 6:00 p.m.
in Fellowship Hall #3. The meal will begin
at 6pm. The October Gathering will be a

picnic at Rockport Beach Park. More de-
tails about the picnic will be announced at
the September meeting.

Crazy Quilters Begin Sep-

tember 1st

Crazy Quilters will resume meeting on
Wednesday mornings in Fellowship Hall
#1. They begin on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 1st about 9am til . Do your own thing.
On September 1st they will have “pot luck”
lunch. See you there.

Line Dance Class
Thursday, Sept. 2
At 10:00am. In
Fellowship Hall
28&3.




Focus on Ministry

By Karen Lee Rystad, Lay Leader

One of the ministries of First United Methodist
Church of Rockport is Castaways Thrift Shop. You
may ask, Castaways, a ministry? Yes, it's true.
Castaways Thrift Shop, Inc. Began in 1972 when a
group of church women joined together to aid the
community by holding weekend rummage sales of
modestly priced clothing, furniture and other items.
An organization called “Christian Women of Aran-
sas County” opened the “Thrift Shop” one day a
week and was located at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church Convent. Demand was great and before
the end of 1972 they were opening an additional
morning each week. Sales were moved into the
First Methodist Church’s Sunday School Building
and all merchandise had to be packed away each
week for classes on Sundays. In August 1974, the
weekly rummage sale truly became a thrift shop
called Castaways that was a consignment store for
the Episcopalian and Methodist Church women.
The Presbyterians joined the team in 1976. In
January 1977 the Lutheran Women’s Missionary
League officially joined operations moved to 2001
Concho and “little” shop was open 5 1/2 days a
week. 1982 brought another move to 201 S. Austin
Street and time to become The Castaways Thrift
Shop, Inc. In February 1984 the women of Sacred
Heart Catholic Church brought the number of
churches participating to five and the hours of op-
eration to 9am to 3pm six days a week. In June of
1984 Castaways purchased their own building and
moved to their present location. Almost 10 years
later and still growing, Castaways built a new sales
room.

Castaways continues to grow through the dedica-
tion of the 5 member churches, volunteers, and
support from the community. The shop is governed
and run entirely by NON-PAID volunteers. Did you
know that all the donations of gently used clothing,
furniture and other household items that you desig-
nate for the United Methodist Church directly bene-
fits our church and the community. 90% of the
money received from the sale of those items goes
directly into our church’s budget. In 2009 that
amounted to over $50,000.00. It is important that
you specify that your items are being donated to the
Methodist Church when dropping them off.
Money'’s raised by the “Shop/Community” are
added to the 10% that comes from each participat-
ing church. These moneys are returned to various

organizations in our community. Last year this
amount was over $220.000.00
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Did you know our church has about 30 volun-
teers? Some are able to work only a few hours
every now and then while others work many hours
each week. We sort, price, and store seasonal
items on Wednesday mornings. Thursday is a big
day and our need for volunteers is great. This is
our day to run the shop so there are many opportu-
nities to serve. This involves opening the store,
receiving donations, checking out customers, sack-
ing purchases, answering questions, straightening
items on shelves, keeping the store uncluttered,
and unfortunately watching for shoplifters. If you
have larger items to donate, there are even volun-
teers that will pick up your donation. What we do at
this “little” thrift shop does make difference in our
own church and community, and there are many
ways that you can help in this important MINISTRY
of our church—-DONATE, VOLUNTEER, SHOP,
ENCOURAGE.

Chairman is Peggy Holt, and Co-Chairs are An-
nette Hegen and Jackie Riley.

Children’s Church Is On A

Journey With Jesus

On August 8th Children’s Church started a
13 week program called “Journey With Je-
sus” which follows Jesus life from age 12.
On August 15th the children visited the
Temple when Jesus came and found the
temple full of merchants and thieves. They
learned about the importance of keeping
God’s house sacred and holy. On August
22nd they journeyed to study Matthew
4:18-22 when Jesus called his disciples to
follow him. On August 29th they will hike
to Capernaum (the Annex) to hear Jesus
speak the Sermon on the Mount.

Children’s Church is open to children
ages 3 through 3rd grade.







First Learning
Tree

Did you hear that?
ing. Yes, it's that time again, the begin-
ning of a new school year. We did some-
thing on Friday, August 19th that we have
never done before; we closed down FLT
for the day to allow our staff to get into
their rooms and clean, paint, reorganize,
rearrange or whatever they felt was neces-
sary to prepare their rooms for the coming
school year. It was exhausting work, but
did it pay off!!! The old building looks
pretty good. We still need to paint the hall-
way by my office, but it will just have to go
on my to do list. | was just too tired to start
another project. There is always an on-
going need to repair or do general mainte-
nance at FLT. If you love a challenge or
just have idle time on your hands, please
call me. I'd love to put you to work!

Also, I'm looking for a person with a
song in their heart to lead a music class
for us and also I'm looking for a “Story
Lady” for story time. Both of these jobs
would only require 30-45 minutes one day
a week. If you feel the need to mold and
develop the minds of young children,
PLEASE call me, 729-0883.

We are gearing up for our annual Pump-
kin Patch and Fall Festival! Our pumpkins
arrive on October 2nd at 8:00 a.m. It al-
ways makes me very happy to set up the
Pumpkin Patch and start preparing for this
event. This year we have been very fortu-
nate to have Ann Reimer donate several
of her beautiful paintings and Susie Black
donate one of her baby quilts that was
crafted by love to be sold at our Silent
Auction. Without the support of such giv-
ing individuals, our program would not be
successful . Kathy

-I-lle Rockport Beacon

“Honor the Lord by Giving Him the
First Part of All Your Income”
Proverbs 3:9
Financially Faithful

July 2010

Income - $21,067.23
Castaways donation$5,178.99
Total Income $26,246.22
Expenses - $26,468.28
Net Income (Loss) -$(-222.06)

Jan -July 2010

Income -  $190,550.09(55%)
Budgeted- $346,559

Expenses - $184,827.40(53%)
Budgeted- $346,559

Net Inc(Loss) - 5,722.69

Building Fund contrib.-$6741.60

Loan Balance - $91,175

The Finance Committee will meet on
Thursday, September 23rd, at 12:00 noon
in Fellowship Hall 3 to begin work on the
2011 budget.

V/4
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Do You Have a Short Faith

Story To Share?
By Dr. John Gay

In a segment called “Faith Moment” during
a recent worship service, the congregation
heard a member share his experience,
feelings, and inspiration as he watched his
father dying. This time was touching for
all those in attendance. Other members
of our church family may be moved to
share their witness from time to time in
similar fashion. If you wish to share your
“Faith Moment” contact the pastor.

Methodist Mission Home Giv-
ing God’s Children a Faith, a

Family, and a Future

We Methodists like to help people in need.
Yet we may not see the need in our own
community. We’ve been around for a very
long time and have become a Methodist
tradition. As with many traditions, the
original significance and momentum fades
from generation.

Methodist Mission Home located at 6487
Whitby Road in San Antonio, Texas has
been serving our churches and neighbors
across Texas and New Mexico for 115
years. In 1895, brothel owner, Madame
Volino was led by the grace of God to
transform her brothel in a “Rescue Mis-
sion for Wayward Girls.” Today, MMH
continues to transform lives by expanding
our services to meet the ever-changing
needs of people in our communities.

Adoption Services provides guidance to
families who have love to share and want
to adopt a child. Teens and young
women facing an unplanned pregnancy
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receive compassionate counseling and
support as they consider adoption. Our
maternity Center provides a refuge for
those who need a safe place to live.

Southwest Center for Higher Independ-
ence (SCHI) is a resource for families car-
ing for young adults with disabilities.

SCHI provides a transitional education
teaching life and vocational skills in a resi-
dential environment. Students learn the
skills needed to reach their own personal
level of independence.

Methodist Mission Home does not receive
apportionments. We rely on church offer-
ings and individual contributions for 30%
of our operating budget.

Please let us know how we may partner
with you in ministry.

Jennifer Sample, Executive Director
210-696-2410 FAX 210-699-1866

Musicale Set for Sept.
12th

Absoflutely directed by Paul Klemm, will
present a free program of flute music on
Sunday afternoon, September 12, at 4:00
pm here in our sanctuary. Everyone is
invited to attend this musical presentation.
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Chancel Choir Update

We're baaccckkkkkk!  After a much-
needed vacation to rest weary voices, the
choir is back in full swing, and we wel-
come our newest member, Wendy Bryan!
We kicked off the new season with
“work”shop in August that should have
been called a “fun”shop, feeling more like
a reunion than a chore. Lots of messages
in song have been pulled from the ar-
chives and we are working on specials for
the holidays. Rehearsal is 6:45pm Wed .

FEAI T
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Disaster Coordinator

Plans Trip to Haiti

Mickey Viar (Aransas Pass UMC and Dis-
aster Coordinator) will be going to Haiti
Oct. 6-14 and needs help with over the
counter medications. This will include pre-
natal vitamins, regular vitamins, antihis-
timines, disinfectants, etc. He needs to
take 100 Ibs. of medications. Any help will
be appreciated . Please email Mickey at
mviarwelder@gmail.com or call him at
512-410-4646 or cell 361-463-9245.
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