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Giving at Christmas was evident.  The youth went 
to Methodist Children’s Home in Waco to deliver 
pillow cases made by the Crazy Quilters for the 
children.  Also gifts were brought by the congrega-
tion to be delivered to children under the CPS and 
to senior residents without families in 3 care facili-
ties.  Food was collected for Good Samaritans and 
a group of carolers sang to rest home residents. 
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 2012 January Celebration 
 
Grace and peace to you from God our Fa-
ther and our Lord Jesus Christ: 
According to Doug Lennox in his book 
"The Little Book Of Answers" the New 
Year's custom of resolving to live a better 
life actually originated in ancient Babylon. 
The people's  promise was made to their 
gods and it included such things as return-
ing all borrowed farm and cooking tools 
and paying off all debts. 
Not to be out done by an ancient Babylo-
nian, this year I resolve to return all bor-
rowed farm and cooking tools. Since I 
don't have a lot of debt I will throw in pay-
ing off all debts as a plus. I am not sure 
any of these resolutions will help me live a 
better life but I am absolutely certain I can 
be successful in at least 2 out 3 of my re-
solves. 
How about you? Are you going to go for 
the tough ones like me or are you going to 
take the easy way out? 
Actually what strikes me as important is 
the Babylonian idea of how to get a better 
life. It centers on the people making a 
promise to  their gods that they would do 
certain things, and this would result in 

them receiving a better life. 
This is markedly different from a Christian 
view. What the Bible repeatedly instructs 
us to do is to ask God to help us change 
our lives for the better. The Babylonian 
way has the people telling god what they 
will do and the Christ centered way has us 
asking God to please help us make 
changes for the better. 
Before I had a Christian friend point out  
the difference between a  New Year's 
Resolution and a New Year's Prayer, I re-
lied on my own willpower to change. I did-
n't always fail - but my track record was 
not that good.  Now, when I look at the 
new year and think about things that I 
would want to change to make my life bet-
ter - I  know I am not alone. My resolutions 
have become prayers and my track record 
has dramatically improved.  For me that is 
something I can celebrate. How about you 
- resolution or prayer?     Doug 

To our Church Family: 
The staff would like you to know how very 
touched we were by your Christmas gift to 
us.  We were very humbled by your gener-
osity and would like to express our sincere 
thanks for making our Christmas even 
more blessed.  We look forward to our 
ministry together in the new year and to 
seeing you at church! 
 
  The Staff 
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     First United  
  Methodist Men 
 
 

The United Methodist Men’s Breakfast will 
be on Wednesday,  January 11th at 7:00 
a.m. in the fellowship hall.  All men are in-

vited. 
  
On Sunday, January 
29th, the UMM will 
sponsor their annual 
fund raising Spaghetti 
Luncheon immediately 
following the 10:30 
a.m. worship service. 
 
See Steve Johnson, 
UMM president for 
tickets,  prices and 
more details. 
 

   
    

2012 Hospitality Happenings! 
 
26 February- Fourth Annual Chili Cook 
Off…  hmmm, should we let Bootsie enter 
the chili contest?  Do you think he could 
win a THIRD time? ��
�
25 March- Winter Texan Appreciation Pot 
Luck- we miss you when you aren’t here! 
 
6 May- Salad Pot Luck 
24 June- Beach Sunday 
 
26 August- Back to School- sandwiches, 
chips and homemade ice cream 
 
28 Oct- Soup Supper 
18 Nov- Thanksgiving Dinner 
23 December- Christmas Brunch. 

Ministry Workshops Sched-
uled For Training Ministries of the 

Church 
Sponsored by the Leadership Develop-
ment Team of the Corpus Christi District 
there are two dates to choose from:  Sat-
urday, January 28, 2012 at Three Rivers 
FUMC located at the corner of Church & 
Cave Street in Three Rivers from 8:45 am 
to 12:30 pm or Saturday, February 4, 2012 
at Grace UMC located at 14531 Northwest 
Blvd. (New Location) in Calallen from 8:45 
am to 12:30 pm.  No lunch will be served. 
 
The workshops are designed especially for 
leaders, lay speakers, committee mem-
bers, trustees, finance committee, treasur-
ers, pastor parish/staff parish committees, 
volunteers with children, youth, older 
adults, and those needing ideas and help 
with ministry. 
 
Sessions offered at the Ministry work-
shops include:  The Role of the Trustees 
in the Local Church led by our own Gra-
ham Painter; I Wonder..Introducing Godly 
Play to Your Church led by Kandi Tum-
linson; Pastor Parish Relations Commit-
tee/Staff/Parish Relations Committee Role 
and Responsibilities—Pick up this video 
session for your Church; In it for the Long 
Haul led by Rev. Mark Montgomery; Faith 
Development—A Lifelong Journey led by 
Rev. John Saint and Rev. Nancy McDoug-
lall; Is Ministry in Your Future????Seeking 
God’s Vision led by Ed Engleking; Finance 
and the Local Church led by Rick Dyke; 
Technology, Inside & Outside Church—
Medial Tools led by Thomas Monahan; 
Becoming a Praying Congregation led by 
Stephanie Creech; Our Church in Our 
Community—Are We Making Disciples of  
All led by Rev. Nancy McDougall; Living in 
Faith and Service led by Sue Huntsman. 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  What a wonderful 
time to start anew or build on those good 
habits we have already put into practice.  
Let’s all take this opportunity and renewed 
enthusiasm to build on our faith and un-
derstanding of what God has in store for 
us.  Sunday school classes are available 
for everyone and new Bible studies will 
begin in January as well.  Sunday school 
classes resume regular schedule on Janu-
ary 1. PLEASE watch for news and events 
in the Church Alive on Sundays!! 
If you would take this opportunity even fur-
ther and teach a class or Bible study, then 
please contact me at the church, 729-1659 
or my cell, 361-229-9487.  I will help you 
to get started!  Also, if you have any re-
quests for specific Bible studies or devo-
tionals, please do not hesitate to call or 
come by and see me… I am here to serve 
this church as the education director and 
am very happy to help you. 
 
YOUTH:  We will begin our gatherings on 
January 15 at 4:30 in the annex.  Mid-
Winter Camp is scheduled for Jan 20-22.  
Let’s save our pennies for camp! Can’t 
wait to meet with you again! 
 
VBS:  Yes, It’s already time to start plan-
ning again!  I will be asking for volunteers 
to step up and dive in, so we can get our 
plan in motion!!  Please see me if you al-
ready have a favorite spot in mind and I 
will start putting the team together. 
 
Always in His service, 
Susan Jamison 
Director of Christian Education 
������������������������������
��������������������������




A special THANK YOU to the Crazy 
Quilters and the women who participate 
with the sewing group on Wednesdays!  
Your time spent sewing pillowcases for the 
children of the Methodist Children’s Home 
was certainly appreciated and the Home 
was very excited to receive them.  I and 
the youth group would like to thank you for 
your gift and the opportunity to participate 
in this mission project. 
ALSO!  THANK YOU, Jeanie and Rob 
Coe, Karen Rystad and Wendy Bryan for 
all your help with the spaghetti dinner/
youth fundraiser.  You guys are dynamite!! 
Susan Jamison, Director of Christian Edu-
cation 
Value-packed Parenting—Raising 
Rock-Solid Kids in a Pleasure-Driven 
World by Dr. Kevin Lenman 
This exciting Biblical based parenting 
workshop is open to all of the FUMC fam-
ily and First Learning Tree parents at no 
cost to you.  There are seven 30 minute 
sessions to be held over 4 Wednesdays  
as follows:  January 18 & 25 and February 
1 & 8.  Dinner is provided at 5pm in fellow-
ship hall and the sessions begin at 5:45 
pm  in the sanctuary.  The session will end 
each week by 7:30 p.m. Childcare will be 
provided.  All you need to do is sign up so 
we can provide a workbook and meals for 
everyone.  Also tell us how many children 
and what ages so that childcare can be 
provided. 
 
Subjects covered include:  The 10 best 
gifts you’ll ever give your kids; How to Lis-
ten so kids will talk and how to talk so kids 
will listen; Discipline isn’t spelled p-u-n-i-s-
h-m-e-n-t; 10 ways to improve your child’s 
self-confidence; Caution: Anger Ahead; 
Birth order; Standing up to the new Goli-
ath. Contact Susan Jamison at 729-1659 
or Kathy Daniels 729-0883 to register. 
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January                        

  Anniversaries 
 
 

 

          05—Arnold & Ann Clegg 
08—Tim & Debbie Chapman 

19—Jim & Carita Gould 
22—Ken & Barbara Helbling 
26—Chester & Kathy Barre 

31—Randi & Susan Stoneburner 
 
Emmaus Gathering Set for Janu-
ary 12th 
The local Emmaus Gathering will be here 
at FUMC on Thursday, January 12th at 
5:30 p.m. in the fellowship hall. 

 
  2012 Picture Perfect Time  
 
Three years have passed and our 2009 
photo directory is in need of a revision. 
Free pictures, new directories and an op-
portunity for up to date family photos all 
happen at the same time. When will we 
have the camera crew here - January 24 - 
28. Sign up for the time slot that best 
works for you and your family beginning 
this week.  Beverly Palas with the help of 
several others is coordinating the event s. 
The photo OP is not limited to just church 
members so winter Texans are encour-
aged sign up also. Talk with her or pastor 
Doug for more detail .  

          
 
 
 
    

First  
  Learning Tree     

The tinsel has been has 
been taken down, the 
Christmas tree in being recycled, the lights 
on the house are still up, but that’s on the 
“To Do List” and we are all ready for a long 
winter nap!  After the Christmas season, it 
is time for “Peace on Earth”!  We are all 
ready for a nice quite spell where we can 
catch up and get back on track.  January 
is a time to clean out cabinets, try to exer-
cise and mount you attack plan for the 
New Year.  I love to make out lists and 
come up with new projects.  The tricky part 
is coming up with ways to improve our fa-
cility.  One area that I know will need at-
tention is training for our teachers.  Our 
training sources have all but dried up due 
to lack of funding and it will be a challenge 
to find adequate trainings for the staff in 
the coming months.  The State has man-
dated that we increase our annual train-
ings hours to 24 clock hours and this may 
possibly be one of the biggest obstacles 
that our program has faced. 
 
In the coming months, the excitement will 
again fill the halls as we start preparing for 
Valentines, Easter, The End of School 
Program, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and 
then the start of another School Year. But 
just at this moment, let’s enjoy the silence 
of winter as we await the coming of spring. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Kathy 

 
www.fumcrockport.org 
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01—Betty Pitman 
02—Michael Popp 
03—Martha Peterson 
04—Carolyn Allison 
05—Phyllis Henshue 
05—Frances Mayo 
07—Ken Laughlin 
07—Carol Spangler 
10—Violet Luton 
11—Wendy Bryan 
13—Jon Rappard 
15—Wayne Currie 
17—Joyce Dittmar 
17—Linda Hamilton 
17—Evan Knapp 
17—Lin Turner 
18—Rebecca Brou 
20—Marion Halvorsen 
24—Barbara Caldwell 
24—Lucia Fisher 
28—J.C. Morton 
28—Sue Reeves 
31—Jim Barrett 
31—Jeannine Larson 
31—Susan Stoneburner 
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Grief Recovery Classes Offered at 
FUMC in Corpus Christi 
Being recently divorced, widowed or sepa-
rated creates a hurdle that is hard to get 
over alone.  For that reason, First United 
Methodist Church, 900 S. Shoreline Blvd. 
in Corpus Christi is pleased to offer Re-
covery classes to make this transition eas-
ier. 
 
FUMC will be offering classes for the re-
cent Divorced, Widowed, and Separated 
starting January 11th and ending April 
11th.  The cost of the course, Recovery, is 
$35, scholarships available. 
 
Recovery is designed for the grieving to 
become whole again.  Sessions will be 
from 6-8pm each Wednesday.  Childcare 
will be provided.   
 
No one has to go through it alone.  Heal-
ing is possible, with prayer and support as 
we enter a spiritual holistic journey to re-
covery in a confidential, respectful, and 
caring environment. 
 
To register, please go to ccfumc.com, click 
on Adults and then “Recovery” or contact 
Stacye McCain, 361-884-0391. 
�
First Friday Interfaith Prayer Ser-
vice Set For January 6, 2012 
First Friday was started by a small group 
of local women in 1994 who believed that 
mammograms should be available to any 
woman who needs one regardless of her 
ability to pay.  Annually community mem-
bers come together at this interfaith prayer 
service.  The speaker is Glenna 
Kirkpatrick.  The service will be at FUMC 
in Corpus Christi  at 7:30 a.m. A comple-
mentary breakfast will follow. 
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2012 January Sermons 
 
1/1/2012  Scripture  Galatians 4: 4-7 
  Title  Scout's Honor 
Companion Scripture Isaiah 61: 10 - 
62-3 Psalm 148 Luke 2: 22-40
 DOF #881 
Focus vs.  6 "Because you are sons and 
daughters, God sent the Spirit of His Son 
into our hearts, crying "ABBA" Father." 
Theme:  This  year which part of the scout 
oath are we going to not try to do? 
 
1/8/2012  Scripture  Act 19: 1-7 
   Title  Do people really 
change? 
Companion Scripture Genesis 1: 1-5
  Psalm 29 Mark 1: 4-11  
Focus vs. 7 "When Paul placed his 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on 
them, and they began speaking in other 
languages and prophesying." 
Theme:  I know "church" people who pray 
on their knees on Sunday and prey on 
their neighbors on Monday. Does a rela-
tionship with God really change people - 
make them (me) better? 
 
1/15/2012  Scripture  1 Samuel 3: 1-10
   Title  Is God fair?  
Companion Scripture 1 Corinthians 
6: 12-20 Psalm 139 (1-6) John 1: 
43-51  
Focus vs.  4 "The Lord called to Samuel". 
Theme:  With all the bad stuff that hap-
pens to good people how could God be 
fair? 
 
1/22/2012  Scripture  Mark 1:  14-20 
  Title  Why Church? 
Companion Scripture Jonah 3: 1-5
 Psalm 62 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31
  

Focus vs.  17 "Come, follow me 'He said' 
and I will show you how to fish for people." 
Theme:  I live in a beautiful place that God 
made. Why do I need to be part of a 
church to worship Him ? 
 
1/29/12  United Methodist Men Sunday 
Steve Johnson will bring the message in 
the 1st service and John Gay will bring the 
message in the 2nd service  

 
 
 
 

             
              

                        . 
     
FUMC will serve Community Ta-
ble on January 31st 
Our next date to serve Community Table 
at the First Presbyterian Church is Tues-
day, January 31st.  Volunteers with and 
without food handlers permits are needed. 
Brenda Fielder is the Community Table 
chairperson for our church.  Look for the 
signup sheet on the volunteer desk in mid-
January. 
 

Wednesday Night Fellowship 
Meals and Worship Will Re-
sume on January 18th. 
The Wednesday Night Fellowship Meals 
prepared by Bootsie Larsen and his crew 
will resume on January 18th at 5:00 p.m.in 
the fellowship hall. 
Worship will begin at 5:45 p.m. and on 
January 18th will be led by one our youth, 
Erica Burke.  On Jan. 25th. Worship will 
be led by Chester Barre.    
�
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Looking Ahead to Lay Speaking Ministry 
Training 
A Lay speaker is an adult or youth who is 
an active supportive member of a United 
Methodist Church who is eager to serve 
through the church; well informed on the 
Scripture, and doctrine, heritage, organi-
zation, and life of the United Methodist 
Church.  A lay speaker is committed to 
witnessing through church and commu-
nity leadership, care-giving ministries and 
spoken communication; and willing to im-
prove his/her skills for service. 
 
Lay Speakers are called to proclaim the 
Gospel through witness of the spoken 
word, vital leadership service and care-
giving ministry. 
 
You are ready to become a lay speaker if 
you are ready to share your faith. 

The training is set for Saturday, April 21, 
2012 at First United Methodist Church at 
106 E. Cleveland in Beeville, Texas.  It 
begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 5:30 
p.m. 
 
Registration deadline is April 2, 2012 and 
the cost is $50.00. 
 
For more information or to register, 
please call the church office at 729-1659. 
 
 


