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Newsletter Changes Are 
Coming 
The Rockport Beacon, our monthly newsletter, 
is now available on our website at 
www.fumcrockport.org.  Just click on newslet-
ter.  We are sending hard copy of the newslet-
ter for the combined months of June and July , 
and then hard copies of the August newsletter 
will be available in the foyer of the church on 
the welcome desk to anyone who wishes to 
take one home .  For our winter Texans, if you 
do not have access to the web, just drop us a 
line with your summer address and we will mail 
hard copy to you. Our Stephen Ministers and 
Evangelism Committee will continue to have 
access of paper copies to deliver to the nursing 
homes and visitors. 
We anticipate this method  of getting out the 
news to be a good one.  There will be immedi-
ate access at the end of each month and less 
cost of paper and postage.   

Announcing New Titles, New 
Personnel 
FUMC is happy to announce Jan Burkhart has 
joined the staff as part time Director of Educa-
tion.  By action of the Church Administrative 
Council on May 24th, her title and job descrip-
tion became official.  Her first big task is Vaca-
tion Bible School which begins June 14th.  Jan 
has been working on VBS since last January 
as a volunteer. 
 
Linda Hamilton’s new title/job description is Di-
rector of Music Program.  Linda has been the 
accompanist at the 10:30 worship service,  but 
now she is charged with the entire music pro-
gram. 
Ruth Reagan who has been acting as interim 
choir director is now officially choir director.  
She will work under Linda’s supervision in the 
music program.  One new task that Ruth has 
undertaken is leading the singing of the con-
gregation in the 8:15 service. Welcome all. 
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                                              Into Ten 
 A reflection on beginning ten years as 
pastor for FUMC, Rockport. 
 I know I love you people.  I do not re-
spond without sin to your requests; nor do I 
heed purely the Spirit’s leading me into your 
lives before you ask.  Although I love you with 
a muddy, slippery, confused, imperfect love, 
still, I love you. 
 I even know what I want when I love 
you. 
 Love means “to lead out.”  I want us 
out … out of the worldly clutches that make us 
less than Whose we are:  God’s!  I want us 
into joy … that lover’s ecstasy in the presence 
of the beloved. 
 And, I even know what I want to do 
when I love you. 
 I want to look at you … as I hope you 
look at me … as God’s incomplete freedom 
projects.  If I discover our freedom opportuni-
ties jammed, I want to risk by word, ritual, ex-
ample, chastisement, debate, to further God’s 
project.  Opportunities unassumed refuse the 
very essence of God’s freedom project for us.  
If I find you suffering, I want to help you … if 
given an opening by your choice.  Suffering is 
not the final word for any of God’s projects … 
and oh the loss of love for lovers who act as if 
suffering is the last word.  If I find you rejoic-

ing, I want to enter your joy and solidify it by 
our communion.  Joy is the final place for 
God’s freedom projects … and oh the stunting 
of love’s end if the joy goes unshared. 
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Children’s Church summer schedule will 
be a little different  than in years past.  Be-
ginning on Sunday, July 4th, at the 10:30 
a.m. worship service, there will be a 
“Children’s Time.”    The children will not 
be dismissed.  There will be special music 
and a short program at the beginning of 
the service.  If the children who are 4 
years old and younger need to leave the 
service, the Nursery will become the 
“Children’s Center” and they will have a 
quiet time activity. 
 
The fall program for Children’s Church will 
begin on Sunday, August 8th.  Please con-
tact me for further information. 
Chris Weber 
�
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First 
Learning 
Tree 
 
Summertime is here and I 
am ready to embrace it!  I 
remember the summers 

that I had growing up as a child.  Playing out-
side til dark, catching junebugs and setting 
them free in my sister’s hair, eating water-
melon at rode-side stands, lying in the grass 
and counting stars, riding my bike, swimming 
until my skin was wrinkled—to be a child 
again!  This is the type of summer that I want 
to enjoy this year.  I think that we all have a 
part of us that never grows up.  We all need to 
reconnect with that distant memory and just 
enjoy the many opportunities that we have to 
be a kid again. 
 
  I am searching for a person with a song in 
their heart and a love of music to teach a mu-
sic class in the fall.  It would only be one day 
of the week for 30 minutes to an hour during 
the months of September through May.  I have 
a program designed for preschoolers; I just 
need a teacher to put it into play.  I have many 
devoted volunteers that really seem to enjoy 
giving their talents to FLT.  Could you be one 
of them? 
 
Sue Morton has been involved with us for 
many years, and I do so miss her.  This past 
fall she had volunteered to help with our 
Pumpkin Patch and Fall Festival this coming 
October, and now it’s questionable if she will 
be able to do so.  This leaves a huge hole in 
our planning for this event.  DO YOU have the 
time or a gift that you would like to share with 
us???  WE are also looking for items in our 
raffle.  If you are an artist, do you have a piece 
that you could donate, or if you are a business 
person, do you have a service that you could 
provide??? We would welcome whatever, big-
little, it doesn’t matter. 
 

I have one more matter to brag about and this 
time it’s about one of our own, JACKSON  
BURKHART.  FLT entered a picture that Jack-
son painted to the Education Service Center, 
Region 3, and he was one of the top 50 final-
ists!!!  This contest was open to all pre-
schoolers—2nd grade students in the Coastal 
Bend Area.  What a wonderful tribute to this 
young man and his talent.  This year’s theme 
was about keeping our environment clean.  
Jackson painted a beautiful picture of the 
beach and turtles.  It will be on display at the 
Service Center until next May. 
 
Giving of talents starts at a very young age, as 
shown by Jackson.  Do you have one to give? 
 
Kathy 

 
Emmaus Community Meets 
July 1st at the Church 
The Windswept Oaks Emmaus Gathering 
will not meet in June, but will meet on 
Thursday, July 1st, here at the church at 
6:00 p.m. 
 
There are two women’s walks coming up 
in August and October and a men’s walk 
in September.  If you would like informa-
tion, this would be a perfect time to join 
our group.  Please contact Chris Weber or 
Steve Johnson  for more information. 
 
De Colores. 

August Newsletter Deadline is 
 

Friday, July 18th 
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Galactic BLAST A Cosmic Adventure 
Praising God is the theme for this year’s 
Vacation Bible School. 
 
Monday, June 14th through Friday, June 
18th, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:50 a.m.  Activi-
ties are scheduled for children 5 years 
through 5th grade. 
 
The daily schedule is: 
9:00—9:20 a.m.  Galactic Blast Opening 
Assembly held in the sanctuary. 
 
9:25—11:30 a.m.  Rotate through activities 
Good News Galaxy 
Orbital Observatory 
Astro Bistro 
Moons & Tunes 
Cosmic Crafts 
Rocket Rec 
 
11:35—11:50 a.m. Galactic BLAST Clos-
ing Assembly in the Sanctuary 
 
11:50 a.m.  Parents pick up children in 
Sanctuary. 
 
Daily Praise Phrases are: 
 
Monday:  Our God is wonderful!  Praise 
God! 
 
Tuesday:  Our God is incredible!  Praise 
God! 
 
Wednesday:  Our God is amazing!  Praise 
God! 
 
Thursday:  Our God is magnificent!  Praise 

God! 
 
Friday:  Our God is awesome!  Praise 
God! 
 
The colors for the days are: 
 
Monday:  Green 
Tuesday:  Red 
Wednesday:  Blue 
Thursday:  Yellow 
Friday:  Purple 
 
A Galactic BLAST Celebration will be held 
at the church on Thursday night, June 
17th at 6:30 p.m.  Gather in the Sanctuary 
for the program and then conclude with a 
reception.  We hope you will take a peek 
in each area to see what your children are 
doing this week. 
 
The Mission Project for 2010 is to bring in 
old newspapers and plastic water bottles 
to be recycled. 
 
Registration is in progress.  Forms are on 
the VBS table in the Main Street foyer. 
 

VBS Needs Your Un-
wanted CDs and DVDs 
 
Vacation Bible School needs your un-
wanted CDs and DVDs.  It doesn’t matter 
what condition they are in.  We will be us-
ing them in Cosmic Crafts.  So please 
clean out your music and movie collec-
tions and drop them in the basket on the 
table in the Main Street foyer. 
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Snack Time At Vacation 
Bible School 
It’s time to plan for Vacation Bible School 
snacks.  If you can help, pick up a “STAR” 
from the VBS display, purchase the item 
listed and return it to the church.  Please 
indicate what item you will be bringing on 
the clipboard provided. 
 
If you have questions, contact Karen Lee 
Rystad at 361-727-1218. 
 

Stephen Ministry Featured 
on PBS 
The PBS “Religion and Ethics” news show 
recently aired an eight-minute feature 
about Stephen Ministry. 
 
You can watch the video online on the 
PBS Web site.  Go to…..www.pbs.org/
wnet/religionandethics/tag/stephen-
ministry and click on the April 9, 2010 
“Stephen Ministry” feature. 
 
You’ll also find several bonus features—
including a separate nine-minute interview 
with the founder and executive director of 
Stephen Ministries, Dr. Kenneth C. Haugk. 
 
Be sure to share this video link with oth-
ers!   

Dear Members and Friends, 
 
What a wonderful and memorable event 
you prepared for the celebration of my 40 
years as a United Methodist minister.  In-
stead of the usual luncheon (which is al-
ways great), you surprised me with a 
feast!  The work that went on behind the 
scenes (and behind my back) was phe-
nomenal.  And all those lovely things you 
said about me, as sweetly exaggerated as 
they were, spoke volumes of your love for 
me! 
 
I thank God every day for the nine years it 
has been my privilege to be your pastor.  
And with God’s help, I look forward to a 
continuation of shared ministry with you.  I 
thank you again for such a touching occa-
sion and most generous gifts. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Thom 

Annual Conference Convenes 
The Southwest Texas Annual Conference will 
be in session at the American Bank Center in 
Corpus Christi beginning Wednesday, June 
2nd and ending on Saturday, June 5th.  The 
Opening Worship Service which includes a 
memorial service for pastors/wives who have 
died this past year and Holy Communion will 
be Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m.  The 
business sessions begin on Thursday morning 
and continue through Saturday with dismissal 
at noon.   The sessions are open to everyone, 
but our voting delegates are Pastor Thom, 
Bootsie Larsen, Karen Lee Rystad. 
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Susan G. Komen 3 Day Walk 
Jeannie and Rob Coe are training for the 
Susan G. Komen 3-Day, 60 mile Walk for 
the Cure in Denver, Colorado on August 
27-29.  Net proceeds from the Komen 3-
Day Walk for the Cure are invested in 
community-based health programs and 
breast cancer research.  “We plan on rais-
ing $2300 apiece ($4600 total),” said 
Jeannie.  Jeannie is an avid walker, but 
this is a little more of a challenge to Rob in 
light of his Type I diabetes.  He says this is 
good for him as well as good for cancer 
research.  If you would like to donate, 
please go to www.the3day.org.  Jeannie 
and Rob each have separate accounts, so 
when you click on “Donate” you will be 
prompted to enter either Rob Coe or 
Jeannie Coe.  They would appreciate your 
prayers for safe training and a safe walk!  
If you have questions, you can call them at 
210-601-6132. 

We want to thank our church family for 
their friendship, fellowship, care and con-
cern during our winter time this year.  
Each time you gave us a job, and we 
asked for your help and participation, you 
were always glad to do so.  We will miss 
you as we join our friends at Mountain 
View UMC in Woodland Park, Colorado.  
We will try to be good disciples there as 
you have nurtured us here in those roles.  
Thank you again and we will see you in 
October.  God bless all of you.   
Lovelyn and Pat Hughes. 

WOW!!! 
May 23rd was a wonderful day of worship 
and praise to God our Father, and celebra-
tion for our Pastor Thom and his ministry.  
To all worship participants—-pastors, 
choir, music leaders and congregation— 
and to all who planned, cooked, deco-
rated, set-up, cleaned up, attended, ate 
and shared in the day, many thanks for 
your hard work, prayers and love.   
Karen Lee Rystad 
 
 

Beach Sunday Is June 27 
The Annual Rockport FUMC Summer 
Family Day at the Beach is scheduled for 
Sunday, June 27th at the Rockport Beach 
Park Saltwater Pool Pavilion. 
 
The gathering begins at 10:00 a.m. and 
worship begins at 10:30.  A favorite fea-
ture of the worship is singing hymns from 
the old Cokesbury Hymnal.  Following the 
service hot dogs will be served and you 
are asked to bring a side dish to go along  
with them. 
 
The pavilion is air conditioned, but many 
enjoy swimming and games on the beach.  
As in the past it will be a time of worship, 
lunch, fellowship, 
swimming and 
games.  So mark your 
calendars for Sunday, 
June 27th. 
 
On that day there is 
no Sunday School or 
activity at the church . 
See you at the beach! 
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 June & July Birthdays                                                                    
         

06—Mike McKain             05—Evan Lovett 
07—Deloris Motsinger      05—Honey Shepherd 
08—Lemoine Pitman        05—Jackson Burkhart 
09—Cynthia Thompson    06—Ramona Campbell 
13—Lauretta Purifoy        11—Carita Gould 
14—Alta Albers                12—Ruth Reagan 
15—Maxey Mayo             13—Paula Barre 
16—Will Larson    15—Manuel Rodriguez 
19—Erik Elliott                 15—Mary Ann Swartz 
19—Rebekah Elliott         18—David Ogle 
20—Mira Guion                22—Patty Johnson 
20—Marsha Charles        25—Eunice Luttrell 
25—Skip Timmer             25—Bronson Hamilton 
26—Lewis Hott                28—Gene Springs 
27—Drexel Riley             30—Patrick Brown 
    

June & July Anniversaries 
04—Clem & Jo Ann Titsworth 
06—Pat & Lovelyn Hughes 

06—Maxey & Frances Mayo 
07—Bob & Lynne Ruf 

10—Lemoine & Betty Pitman 
11—Ed & Barbara Caldwell 

13—Vernon & Mary K. Townsend 
15—Leland & Peggy Knapp 

17—James & Honey Shepherd 
17—Robert & Nan Langford 

22—Calvin & Martha Peterson 
25—Wayne & Judy Currie 
27—Wayne & Lee Rains 

28—Walter & Ruth Stryker 
29—John & Patty Johnson 
29—Richard & Lucia Fisher 

29—Manning & Kimberly Chapman 
    

03—Ken & Dee Laughlin 
06—Mike Pfister & Betsy Sadler 

 

07—Greg & Jan Burkhart 
11—Joe & Ruth Reagan 

    

15—J. C. & Sue Morton 
  

16—Walter & Phyllis Henshue 
  

17—Michael & Dona Popp 
17—Gary & Carol Spangler 

21—Jack & Lee DuBose 
  
   

26—Jim & Ann Schick 

 
Just a friendly reminder to anyone who may want a 
copy of the Financial Statement for the month-you 
may get one from the business office at any time.  
Just contact Lesa and she will have one available 
for you.  

UMM Breakfast set for June 2 
The United Methodist Men will meet for 
breakfast Wednesday morning, June 2nd, 
at 7:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall.  Rev. 
Lori Nance will be the speaker.  All men 
are cordially invited to attend this event. 
 

    

Financially Faithful  

April 2010  

Income - $18,546.06 

Castaways donation $4,962.97 

Total Income $23,509.03 

Expenses - $24,966.48 

Net Income (Loss) -$(1,457.45) 

  

Jan -April 2010  

Income -  $117,915.15(34%) 

  Budgeted- $346,559 

Expenses -  $98,816.19 (29%) 

  Budgeted- $346,559 

Net Inc(Loss) -  19,098.96 

Building Fund contrib.- $2,764 

Loan Balance  -  $94,092 
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Wednesday Night Activi-
ties Take Summer Break 
 
The popular Wednesday night Fellowship 
Meals, Mid-Week Vespers, Children’s Bell 
Choir and Children’s Liturgical Dance will 
take a summer break during the months of 
June and July, but will resume again in 
August. 
 

Crazy Quilters Take a Sum-
mer Break 
The Crazy Quilters will take a summer 
break and will not be meeting in June, July 
and August.  They will resume their 
classes on Wednesday, September 1st at 
9:00 a.m. 

Special July 4th Worship 
Service Scheduled  
Sunday, July 4th, worship service will fea-
ture a special musical presentation in cele-
bration of the Holiday.  Mark your calendar 
now and plan to attend the 10:30 a.m. 
worship service. 

Current Resident  or 


