April 2020 Newsletter

VISIT US ONLINE FUMCRockport.org

www.facebook.com/fumcrockport

The New Mission Field

In this time of social isolation, we are looking for alternative ways to be the church. One way I have
responded is by doing Morning Prayer on Facebook, so people who want to join can center on God
through a hymn, and spend some time in guided prayer. Another way is by writing full manuscripts
for sermons. That way, people who are not on the internet can at least get a copy of the sermon.
What can you do during this time? Think about it. And I would love to hear your ideas. Send me your
suggestions at pastor@fumcrockport.org
Letters? Phone calls? Videos? I am thinking it would be great to reach out in the love of Jesus with a
phone call. Would you be willing to help call all our people? We want to connect.
We want them to know:

1) They can Worship online @ facebook.com/fumcrockport (do not have to have an account)
A. Saturday evening 6pm
B. Sunday 10:30am
C. Daily prayer at 8:30am M-F
D. You can get a sermon manuscript if desired, or we can help you access them online
2) You can give online at fumcrockport.org/give or by mail to PO Box 1045, Rockport TX 78381
We also want to know:
3) Are you healthy?
4) Do you need any essentials (food/soup, medications, TP, Prayers)?
5) Are you willing to help others?
A. With Calls
B. With Donations
C. Deliveries (Under 60 only, sorry we don’t want expose anyone who has over a 1% risk
of death from CoVid19).
If you would like to help see how folks are doing, and assessing their needs, please let us know and
we will get you started! And thank you in advance for being the loving voice of Jesus.
-- Pastor Frank

FEBRUARY 2020 CHURCH GIVING
**Giving:
Castaway’s:
Market St Apartment Income
Total Income:
Expenses:
FEB 2020 Net Income:

$22,144.74
$ 8,000.00
$ 3,640.00
$33,784.74
$45,879.80
- $12,095.06

**Identified giving, Sunday School offerings and unidentified
giving (cash received when we pass the offering plates)

January

Methodist Children’s Home

February

UMARMY

March

Abundant Life Ministries

$122.00
$23.00
$420.00

April Benevolent Bucket

Year-to-date net income is -$8,655.32. We paid the
quarterly Market St Loan payment of $9,990.56 in Feb
which increased our expenses for the month but we
should make up some ground in March when we have
no property payment. The ministries of FUMC Rockport
are supported by the generosity of members, constituents and visitors alike. Another large portion of support
is by our Castaways Volunteer Team who serve at
Castaways. We ask you to please keep your church
and your church staff in your prayers and consider how
you can answer God’s call to stewardship of your
prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness. Our
church and community are blessed by all you have to
offer. If you are traveling, you can go to our church
website to give online at www.fumcrockport.org.
Blessings, Susan Jamison, Business Manager

Benevolent Bucket is a special offering taken up on the
first Sundays of each month. This month, we will adjust
our timing to be when we next have communion, date to
be determined.
April Benevolent Bucket will benefit UMCOR, United
Methodist Committee on Relief. This mission ministry
has been heavily involved in our
own recovery from Hurricane
Harvey but also work recovery in
so many areas around our
country and the world. UMCOR
Sunday was officially March 22nd
but we can still support this
ministry today and send gifts and prayers of
thankfulness for those who are able to be the hands and
feet of Christ in our World!

This monthly newsletter is published by the First United
Methodist Church of Rockport, 801 E. Main Street,
Rockport, TX 78382.

First United Methodist Church of Rockport
Phone No. 361-729-1659
Rev. Frank Baik, Senior Pastor …………………….… x2248
Susan Jamison, Business Manager…………………. x2574
Stefany Simmons, Family Ministries…………………x2575
Paul Klemm, Director of Music…………………… x2577
Karen Snyder, Administrative Assistant…………. x2576
Kathy Wilson, RN, Wesley Nurse………………. x2578
Alfredo Gonzales, Custodian……………………….. x2501
Madaline Brown, First Learning Tree Director…….. x2584

Send address changes to P. O. Box 1045, Rockport, TX
78381.

“Like” us on Facebook!
“First United Methodist Church of
Rockport, TX “
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GREETINGS FROM YOUR WESLEY NURSE
3 John 1:2 “Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you
may be in good health, just as it is well with your soul.”

These are troubled times for sure! I hope and pray you are staying
home and staying healthy.
What can we do in this idle time? Who do you know that might need
a touch? Someone who is normally socially active but now restricted
to home? Our elderly? Someone under the weather? Could you
reach out with a text or email? Maybe an old-fashioned phone call or
letter? How about someone you don’t know too well but wanted to
get to know better when you “had the time”?
This can be a lonely time for many and the social isolation already seems like an eternity. Is there
someone you could take a meal to? Go get groceries or medicine for? Is someone you know
feeling particularly anxious? Offer to listen and express words of comfort.
The uncertainty of what we face is real and harder for some more than others. If someone needs
professional help, they can connect with a trained crisis counselor:
Call 800-985-5990, for Spanish press option #2
Text Talk to 66746
TTY, call 800-846-8517


Like to sew?
You can look on YouTube for directions on making cotton masks for healthcare workers.



Have you spent time in prayer?
Quieting our minds, giving our concerns to God, and lifting up others is a great way to
reduce our stress and take comforting action.



This is a great time to catch up on reading and any other hobby you have been putting off.



Family game night will be a break from all the screen time. Puzzles are another way to be
engaged. When you are done with your books and puzzles, pass them on!



Don’t forget this is a great time to get outdoors in your yard or neighborhood. Being outdoors is
proven to help elevate the mood. Sunshine in the morning has been shown to increase
sleep time at night. Memorial Park (at the time this is published) is open and social
distancing is easy to practice. Our spirits can be uplifted as we enjoy our access to the
outdoors.



Be sure and get plenty of exercise and eat healthy during this time of anxiety. Both are immune
boosters to help you resist illness.

Questions? Please call me at the church at 361-729-1659
Blessings, Kathy Wilson, RN, Wesley Nurse
3

kwilson@mhm.org
www.fumcrockport.org/wesley-nurse

Prescription Assistance

From the Trustees:
With so many of us are staying close to home
and with limited contact with friends, family, and
Church members, we feel so out of touch.

At this time, the Prescription Assistance Program
is handling requests only by phone or mail. If you
or someone you know needs prescription
assistance, please call 361-729-1666 and leave
a message with your contact information, and we will
return your call.
February 1 to February 29, 2020
Clients
14
New Clients
7
New Clients Unable to Help
3
Forms Filed
3
Volunteer Hours
50.5
Estimated Cash Value of Medications
Saved for Clients:
1 month supply
X 3 months supply

But our Church is still functioning. Upkeep is still
ongoing, things break and need to be repaired
and Alfredo is still faithfully preforming his
job. I’ve ask him to make a list of small jobs that
could be tackled by members.
Many of you have asked to help in some
capacity and this would be the perfect time to
lend a hand. You can work at your convenience
and with with no contact with others. It will give
an opportunity to do something helpful when we
feel so helpless.

$ 1,703.00
$ 5,109.00

If you feel inclined to lend a hand, please
contact me (FLT needs to be power washed !).
I pray that all FUMC members are safe and
healthy. One of my favorite phrases is “This
too shall pass” and, yes, this difficult time will
pass.

*******************************************************

Castaways Thrift Shop

At the time of publication, Castaways is still
closed due to the health concerns of our
volunteers and customers caused by the virus.
Please check weekly updates for the latest
information on when we will be open.

Blessings to all,
Kathy Daniels,
Trustees Chair
361-473-1217

Meanwhile, please do not make donations until
the store reopens. Leaving donations outside
encourages vandalism and a big mess.
Thank you for your donations in the past. You
are helping us to be a successful mission for the
Church.

MAY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:

*******************************************************

April 20th
Please send ministry information
and glory sightings to Karen
Snyder at
ksnyder@fumcrockport.org.
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SOMETHING DIFFERENT…

“As you go through this season of Lent, would
you consider trying something different?”
When I asked this question last month, I never
dreamed that we would be forced into a
completely way of doing life and ministry
together! Wow, this has been quite an
experience, hasn’t it? Thanks to the
Coronavirus, we have been forced to create a
new normal. Despite the challenges, I have seen
God working in unexpected ways.
 Our church’s online presence is growing, as
is that of churches everywhere!
 The delays in posting Sunday morning’s
service brought more people to view the new
contemporary service from Saturday night
 Teachers and ministry leaders (myself and
Youth “Gathering” by Text
Pastor Frank included!) are being stretched
On Saturday, March 21st, we had a youth
outside their comfort zones to offer online
gathering by text! Participants shared silly
pictures and connected by group text. It
classes, prayers, and opportunities to stay
definitely wasn’t the same as being together in
connected.
person, but it was good to connect! **If you
 Church members who are isolated at home
have a 6th-12th grader who would like to join our
have stepped up to help
next “gathering,” please contact Stefany
the staff by calling to check
Simmons—info at bottom left of this page.
on others in our church
family.
 Businesses are coming up
with new and creative
solutions to provide
people’s needs and keep
their employees paid.
 Families are getting a
Before the Coronavirus pandemic, silly girls
much needed break from
Siblings can’t go play with
playing with playdough during Sunday
the busy-ness of “normal” friends, so they’re playing
School
games with each other
life. Instead of running
around to different activities, they now have
Upcoming Dates:
time to play board games together!
 It’s all up in the air now… what would you
How have you noticed God doing a new
most like to do after this quarantine
thing?
business is done?!
“See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
 I think we’re gonna need a YOUTH LOCKI am making a way in the wilderness
IN!
and streams in the wasteland.”
Isaiah 43:19

Blessings Always, Stefany Simmons
361-729-1659 x2575
ssimmons@fumcrockport.org
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Marriage Enrichment Opportunities
… hopefully these will get to happen in May!

From the Nursery…

From the Director of First Learning Tree

WE MISS YOU!

“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
son, that whosoever believes in Him, shall not perish, but
have everlasting life” John 3:16.

Due to March’s online church services, we didn’t get see
a lot of our FUMC children. We hope to see everyone
back soon!
Pictured below is our stamping hearts activity with finger
paint and potato stamp. We learned about God’s love for
us and our love for God

There is so much going on in our world at this time that is
causing panic and fear. However, we do not want our
children to lose sight of the most important event that ever
took place…the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. I refer to Jesus
as the ultimate superhero when explaining this event to
our children. Jesus took all the sin and sickness of the
world, died for us, and defeated the bad guy (Satan). That
is something to rejoice about! Because of Jesus Christ,
we do not have to live in fear or panic.

“The joy of the Lord is our strength”
Nehemiah 8:10.
God bless,
Madaline Brown, First Learning Tree
Director

. After stamping, we drew hearts on our hands to remind
us of God’s love.
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This is a unique time for all of us. For the time being Choir has been suspended. We are still finding
ways to keep in touch. We have created a Facebook page for the Choir and Praise Team and anyone
else that would like to participate. Feel free to join our page at: www.facebook.com/fumcrockportchoir
As I’m writing this, the choir doesn’t know it yet, but I have come up with a way for us to rehearse a little.
What does that mean to you? It means this may be the best time ever to join the choir! You can
rehearse from the comfort of your home and join us once we start worshipping together again. If you’re
interested, call me (361-463-0712) or contact me via our Facebook page.

NEW YORK CITY UPDATE
I have spoken to the company sponsoring our trip to New York. At the moment, the
Lincoln Center is scheduled to reopen on May 10th. That’s approximately 2 weeks
before our concert. For now, “The Show Must Go On!” We are still planning on going
to New York on May 22nd.
This is the last call for anyone else that might be interested in traveling with us. Money
is due immediately. If you are interested in coming along, please call me right away.
We are still about $7,500 away from our goal for the trip.
With that in mind, our “Flocking” continues!
If you would like to “Flock” someone, a choir member will lead a flock of Flamingos to that yard to
“roost” for 24 hours. The Host will receive a letter, letting them know who nominated them for the
“flocking.” This will provide the “Flock-ee” with an opportunity to nominate someone as well (or to
seek revenge?). The next afternoon the birds will “Migrate” to another yard. Flamingos always
roost in flocks of 10 and will cost just $1.00 per bird. So why not send 30 or 40 birds to your
neighbor?
If you DO NOT want your yard to be flocked, and you think someone may nominate you, we are
offering “Flocking Insurance.” For only $25 you can be insured against having a flock of Flamingos
roost in your yard.
Remember, this is a way to still have fun with your friends while maintaining Social Distancing.
If you have any questions feel free to talk to Rachel Klemm (361-633-3023), or any choir member.

Come Sing With The Choir!
Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm
If you’ve been thinking about joining the choir, now is a great time! Join us in New York! The Choir meets on
Wednesday nights from 7:00 to 8:00 in the Music Room. Just show up, we’ll be sure to have a chair for you.
Everyone is welcome!
For more information, contact Paul Klemm at
(361) 463-0712 or music@fumcrockport.org.
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MORNING PRAYER ON FACEBOOK

CONGRATULATIONS TO PAUL AND SANDY!

Did you know that Pastor Frank now has
morning prayer
Mon-Fri @ 8:30 AM on Facebook?

Leap Year was extra special this year with the
marriage of our Director of Music, Paul Klemm
and Sandy Brandenstein. Congratulations and
Many Blessings!

Join him Live or view later at
facebook.com/fumcrockport
A Facebook account is not required to be able
to view it.
You can also send your prayer requests to
fumcrockport.org/prayer and we will pray for
your needs.

Photo taken by Tammy Weidemann

NEW NURSERY DIRECTOR
We are excited to have Patty Baik as our
new Nursery Director!
Patty is an experienced school teacher
and will be an asset to our children’s
program.
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Lectionary Readings
Our worship life is organized around the Revised Common Lectionary—a system of reading through the entire
Bible in a 3-year cycle. You are invited and encouraged
to use these scripture passages in your devotional time.

04/01 Bob Meador
04/05 Pat Speck

April 5, 2020—Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4–9a
Psalm 118:1–2, 19–29
Psalm 31:9–16
Matthew 21:1–11

04/05 Paul Bearden
04/06 Donna Krapfel

April 12, 2020—Easter
Acts 10:34-43
Colossians 3:1–4

04/09 Renee Hale

04/09 Ryan Luchsinger

Psalm118:1–2, 14–24
John 20:1–18

April 19, 2020—2nd Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a, 22–32
Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3–9
John 20:19–31

04/12 William Spears
04/14 Carl Lechlitner

April 26, 2020– 3rd Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a, 36–41
Psalm 116:1–4, 12–19
Peter 1:17–23
Luke 24:13–35

04/14 Lettie Bransom (FLT)
04/16 Teresa Taylor
04/18 Jane Garrett
04/18 Nick Jamison
04/20 Cole Armstrong
04/20 Kevin Jamison
04/22 Dale Motsinger

04/23 Myrtle Lee

Worship:

04/25 Edwina Garrison




04/25 Jarod Huggins
04/28 Angela Freund



04/30 Mike McLaughlin

www.fumcrockport.org
Facebook: First United Methodist Church
Rockport Tx
Request a sermon manuscript: call our office at 361-729-1659

Prayer:



04/01

Jim and Annette Fowler

04/11

Bob and Adeline Dunlap

04/14

Richard and Candi Ward

04/17

Norman III and Janice Spears

04/17

Mark and Wendy Bryan

04/19

Ray and Ellie Saenz

04/23

Mason and Beverly Neely

For Prayer with Pastor Frank Mon-Fri @
8:30 AM: facebook.com/fumcrockport
Prayer requests can be sent to
fumcrockport.org/prayer

Giving:
 Give online at fumcrockport.org/give
 Mail to PO Box 1045, Rockport TX
78381
For the latest updates, check our website
at fumcrockport.org
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COVID-19 UPDATE:
Your health and safety, as well as that of
our community, are of the utmost
importance to us.
We continue to monitor updates from the
Center of Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) to make decisions
We will update calendars as new
information is released. Please continue
to watch for our weekly emails and
postings for the latest updated
information.

Growing in Christ

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. BOX 1045
801 EAST MAIN
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78381-1045
(361) 729-1659
www.fumcrockport.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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