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Wise as Serpents, Harmless as Doves
This week I had my identity stolen. Someone made an email address
pastor@fumcrockport through a free email service. They sent an email to all
church employees asking for an urgent response. If they answered, the con
then asked for gift cards. As it turns out all City employees received a
similar email, as well.
Please be aware with everything shut down, there has been a great
increase in cybercrime. If you receive an email or call that is “urgent” it is a
sign to slow down and look carefully.
Uncharacteristic requests for gift cards, goods, or an advance to get more
money back are probably scams. If an email provides you with a link to log into your account and reset your
password, it is an attempt to steal that information and your account.

Do not make your birthday, hometown, or maiden name public. Only your friends should have that info, not
friends of friends, or the public. Remember those are often security questions. Never share your social
security number, account information, or passwords from an unexpected call. Tell them you will call them
back, hang up, call the public number for your bank or business and verify that they really need your info.
Don’t click on links that you are not expecting. Copy and paste into your search to make sure it is safe.
Please be careful what you put on the internet or share over the phone. And if you receive an email or call
from Pastor@fumcrockport do verify that it was me before you send a gift card.
Some common scam email subject lines:
* Password Check Required Immediately * De-activation of ((email)) In Process
* Security Alert
* Revised Vacation & Sick Time Policy
* Change of Password Required Immediately
* UPS Label Delivery, 1ZBE312TNY00015011
* A Delivery Attempt was made
* Staff Review 2017
* Urgent press release to all employees
* Company Policies-Updates to our Fraternization Policy
“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves. Be ye therefore wise as serpents and harmless as
doves. (Matt 10:16 KJV)
Thanks and Blessings!
The Real Pastor Frank

MARCH 2020 CHURCH GIVING
**Giving:
Castaway’s:
Market St Apartment Income
Total Income:
Expenses:
MAR 2020 Net Income:

$33,274.38
$ 5,746.41
$ 2,840.00
$41,860.79
$34,714.47
$ 7,146.32

**Identified giving, Sunday School offerings and unidentified
giving (cash received when we pass the offering plates)

January

Methodist Children’s Home

February

UMARMY

March

Abundant Life Ministries

April

Emergency FOOD PANTRY

$122.00
$23.00
$420.00
$2,485.00+

May Benevolent Bucket
Benevolent Bucket is a special offering taken up on
the first Sundays of each month. This month, we
will adjust our timing to be when we next gather in
person and have communion, date to be
determined.

Year-to-date net income is -$ 834.36. As we journey through
this new season of unrest, we are still an essential part of the
work of Christ in our community. The ministries of FUMC
Rockport are supported by the generosity of members,
constituents and visitors alike. Another large portion of support
is by our Castaways Volunteer Team who serve at Castaways.
However, with that agency being closed due to COVID19 we
will be missing vital income to carry us through. The church
applied for the Paycheck Protection Loan offered by the
Federal Government and has been approved, but we are still
awaiting funding. We ask you to please keep your church and
your church staff in your prayers and consider how you can
answer God’s call to stewardship of your prayers, presence,
gifts, service and witness. Our church and community are
blessed by all you have to offer. If you are traveling, you can
go to our church website to give online at
www.fumcrockport.org.

Next Benevolent Bucket will benefit UMCOR, United
Methodist Committee on Relief. This mission ministry
has been heavily involved in our
own recovery from Hurricane
Harvey but also work recovery in
so many areas around our
country and the world. UMCOR
Sunday was officially March 22nd
but we can still support this
ministry today and send gifts and prayers of
thankfulness for those who are able to be the hands and
feet of Christ in our World! Please make your check out
to FUMC Rockport and note “UMCOR” on memo line.

Blessings, Susan Jamison, Business Manager

This monthly newsletter is published by the First United
Methodist Church of Rockport, 801 E. Main Street,
Rockport, TX 78382.

First United Methodist Church of Rockport
Phone No. 361-729-1659
Rev. Frank Baik, Senior Pastor …………………….… x2248
Susan Jamison, Business Manager…………………. x2574
Stefany Simmons, Family Ministries…………………x2575
Paul Klemm, Director of Music…………………… x2577
Karen Snyder, Administrative Assistant…………. x2576
Kathy Wilson, RN, Wesley Nurse………………. x2578
Alfredo Gonzales, Custodian……………………….. x2501
Madaline Brown, First Learning Tree Director…….. x2584

Send address changes to P. O. Box 1045, Rockport, TX
78381.

“Like” us on Facebook!
“First United Methodist Church of
Rockport, TX “
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Prescription Assistance

Caring Cards
The Caring Cards group will not meet again until further
notice.

At this time, the Prescription Assistance Program
is handling requests only by phone or mail. If you
or someone you know needs prescription
assistance, please call 361-729-1666 and leave
a message with your contact information, and we
will return your call.

I encourage those people who make
cards at home to PLEASE continue, as
we have included cards of
encouragement with all the food bank
orders that were passed out to the
families served through the month of
April, so we are running low.

March 1 to March 31, 2020
Clients
New Clients
New Clients Unable to Help
Forms Filed
Volunteer Hours
Estimated Cash Value of Medications
Saved for Clients:
1 month supply
X 3 months supply

13
5
0
15
45.75

If anyone has questions please call
Lynne Ruf at 361-816-5912 .

$ 6,015.00
$18,045.00

Castaways Thrift Shop
Castaways will soon be ready for your donations! We are
anticipating that a lot of you may have had time to clean
out closets in anticipation of bringing donations to
Castaways in a few weeks.
This is how you can help us help the Church. Please
make sure your things are in bags or boxes that we can
keep. We accept just about anything that is clean, in good
repair, and ready to be sold for immediate use. We
cannot accept books that have yellowed pages, chipped
dishes, dirty furniture, appliances that don’t work or
clothing that shows signs of wear. We try hard for the
merchandise available for the public to be in good clean,
working order and ready to use. The transfer station is
open regular hours for the things you are ready to discard
that we cannot use.

JUNE NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:
May 20th
Please send ministry information
and glory sightings to
Karen Snyder at
ksnyder@fumcrockport.org.

Thanks for your help.
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The hardships caused by the COVID19 closures and layoffs hit many families in our
community. Adding to the dilemma caused by the loss of jobs, Good Samaritans
had to temporarily close the Food Pantry.
To fill this gap and meet the emergency needs of the community, our Health Ministry
Team and other volunteers went to work to gather, organize, and distribute food to a
total of over 200 families. Our Caring Cards ministry wrote cards of encouragement
to be sent home with each recipient. Volunteers baked fresh cookies to be included
in the distribution. Fresh fish was provided by local fishermen. Personal hygiene items were provided by church and
community members. Dog and cat food was contributed. The Easter Bunny even made a surprise visit to hand out
Easter baskets on April 9th, and Raggedy Ann helped deliver goods to cars on April 23rd.
Thank you to all who contributed with donations and labor to help meet the needs of our community!
And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Colossians 3:17 (NIV)

BE WATCHING FOR INFORMATION ABOUT OUR UPCOMING FOOD DRIVE
SCHEDULED FOR MAY 14TH .
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We are continuing through uncharted waters. It’s been quite some time since the choir has been able
to meet. I am working on a few technology issues, but if I can work it out, we may be able to do sing
together “virtually.”
In the meantime we are recording services every week, until we are able to worship together again. If
you would like to present something to the congregation during worship (vocally or instrumentally),
please let me know. I would love to get more people involved.

NEW YORK CITY UPDATE
This probably won’t come as a surprise to anyone, but the choir will not be going to
New York next month. The Lincoln Center recently announced that they are remaining
closed (at the request of the New York City Government) through the summer. The
choir has several options that we will discuss regarding the trip. As soon as we make
a decision, we will let everyone know.
In the meantime, I have purchased the music that we were going to sing in New York. In
addition to that, I have purchased rehearsal CD’s that are part specific (i.e. Sopranos only hear
the Soprano part, Altos…). That should make learning the music very easy for everybody.
EVEN IF YOU’VE NEVER SUNG WITH THE CHOIR BEFORE! Pentecost is May31st this
year. Wouldn’t it be great if we could get a great big group (including the choir) to sing this
together for Pentecost?
If you would like Music (and a CD) please let me know. I would find a way to get it to you while
maintaining Social Distancing.

Lectionary Readings
Our worship life is organized around the Revised Common Lectionary—a system of reading through the entire
Bible in a 3-year cycle. You are invited and encouraged
to use these scripture passages in your devotional time.
May 3, 2020—4th Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:42-47
Psalm 23
1 Peter 2:19–25
John 10:1–10
May 10, 2020—5th Sunday of Easter
Acts 7:55-60
Psalm 31:1–5, 15–16
1 Peter 2:2–10
John 14:1–14
May 17, 2020—6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 17:22-31
Psalm 66:8–20
1 Peter 3:13–22
John 14:15–21
May 24, 2020– Ascension Sunday
Acts 1:1-11
Psalm 47
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-53
May 31, 2020 - Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 7:37–39
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Youth Zoom
Gatherings
6th-12th graders are
now meeting twice a
week via Zoom.
Wednesdays @
1pm—Fellowship
and fun
Sundays @ 1pm—
Scripture and faith
building
**If you have a 6th12th grader who
would like to join our
next “gathering,”
please contact
Stefany Simmons—
info at bottom left of
this page.

NO CONDEMNATION...
I don’t know about you, but I have struggled with feelings
of guilt quite a bit since all of this COVID-19 stuff started.
I feel guilty going out, because I might put myself or
someone else at risk. I feel guilty staying at home,
because it feels unproductive. I feel guilty telling my
friends and family I can’t see them, even though I know

it’s the right thing to do. I feel guilty watching TV,
because I feel like I should be interacting with my
children. I feel guilty that I’m allowing my children to be
on electronics too much… and the list goes on...
But does spending my time and energy feeling guilty
about these things make anything change?
The truth is, it’s easy to let ourselves get caught up in
feelings—especially feelings of guilt. And I believe that’s
just where the enemy of our soul would like us to remain.
John 10:10 says “the thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy,” and when we stay focused on feelings of guilt
too long, we allow the thief to steal our precious time and
destroy our relationships with those we love.
But God’s word also says:
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus…” Romans 8:1
Don’t get me wrong. Our choices as to how we spend
our time do matter. But what’s not helpful is spending our

Children's "Classes" Online

time feeling guilty. We are living through a crisis
situation. This is hard! So let’s offer ourselves grace to

Children's Sunday School "classes" include a Bible story
and a fun craft that you can watch and do with your kids
on Sunday morning.

get through it in the ways that are most helpful for us.

Let’s do our best to keep moving forward, to focus on the
present moments we have with the people we love (even

These can be found on the Facebook group, "FUMC
Rockport Families ~ Strengthening Families in CHRIST."

if that’s by phone or video calls!), and do what we can to
help others.
Even if the only thing we can do for others right now is to
pray for them, isn’t that a powerful gift we can offer?
Blessings Always,
Stefany Simmons
361-729-1659 x2575
ssimmons@fumcrockport.org
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From the Director of First Learning Tree

Hey, Kids!
During your time at home, how about getting creative?

First Learning Tree April 2020 Praise Report

Let’s make something amazing out of your toilet paper
rolls! We have a lot of ideas for you to chose from or you
can make something else.

This has been an interesting year so far. We are currently
dealing with the global effect of COVID-19, and new
regulations that go with it.

Remember to ask an adult before you start. When you
have made something, send us a picture. We look
forward to seeing your creativity! Have a blast!

As an essential business, we are still open, with certain
restrictions. We have not had all 136 of our students here
in over a month. We have 45, and it is a large change. It’s
quiet…too quiet. In addition, our process of entering and
exiting the building has become more challenging with
daily updated restrictions.

P.S.: Parents and grandparents, you can make them too!
Left: Help set the dinner
table with these cute napkin
rings!

Instead of focusing on the negativity this virus has
brought, we want to give God the glory:

Below: Create your own
zoo full of animals!









Be a Super-Hero with some
awesome wrist bands!

Thank you God that we are able to stay open, and
provide an essential service to our community.
Thank you God that we are able to provide a safe and
secure place for our children.
Thank you God that we are able to maintain all of our
staff.
Thank you God that we have not had any illness in
our center.
Thank you God that we are still providing hot,
nutritious meals for our children.
Thank you God for making this easier than we could
have imagined.
Thank you God that this too shall pass.
“The joy of the Lord is our strength”
Nehemiah 8:10.

God bless,
Madaline Brown, First Learning
Tree Director

Help organize with a cord holder
(above), or decorate with a
colorful chain or a display case
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These are a few of the pictures posted to the Facebook website on Palm Sunday as we joined together
online to worship!
JOIN US @ facebook.com/fumcrockport .
You do not have to have a Facebook account to worship with us
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05/01 Jerry Sanchez
05/03 Sam Schertz
05/03 Kim Hall

05/18 Kathy Abbott
05/19 Rob Coe

05/05 Walter and Kathy Abbott

05/19 Nathan Freund

05/12 John and Sherry Peirce

05/22 Mary John Hoffman

05/06 Debbie Chapman 05/24 Judith Herndon
05/06 Victoria Jamison 05/29 Chrystal Perez (FLT)
05/09 Jane Shanlever
05/30 Jay Tarkington
05/12 Kaitlyn Carruth
05/16 A.D. Hall

05/13 Dale and Norma Vickers
05/25 Sam and Ernestine “Ernie” Schertz

05/31 Susie Black
05/31 Lee Jamison DuBose

Worship:




www.fumcrockport.org
Facebook: First United Methodist Church
Rockport Tx
Request a sermon manuscript: call our office at 361-729-1659

Prayer:



For Prayer with Pastor Frank Mon-Fri @
8:30 AM: facebook.com/fumcrockport
Prayer requests can be sent to
fumcrockport.org/prayer

Giving:
 Give online at fumcrockport.org/give
 Mail to PO Box 1045, Rockport TX
78381
For the latest updates, check our website
at fumcrockport.org
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COVID-19 UPDATE:
Your health and safety, as well as that of
our community, are of the utmost
importance to us.
We continue to monitor updates from the
Center of Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) to make decisions
We will update calendars as new
information is released. Please continue
to watch for our weekly emails and
postings for the latest updated
information.

Growing in Christ

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. BOX 1045
801 EAST MAIN
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78381-1045
(361) 729-1659
www.fumcrockport.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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