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WORSHIP FOR ALL AGES
I am excited to announce a change in Wednesday Night Worship. We are building an intergenerational ministry that includes
children, parents, grandparents, and beyond.
One of the mistakes of the church in the past was putting children in separate services where they would not be seen or heard.
While this made worship easier for parents, it taught children they did not belong in “big” church. And once they graduated out of
youth group, they graduated out of church. But everyone belongs in church, and needs the grace of God. Let’s open up the doors to
allow everyone to join in the joy of knowing and worshiping our God.
We invite you to come, check us out, join us for worship. We will have Family Style seating around tables, (If you come by yourself
you may choose to distance yourself and have your own table until there is a vaccine, or we can find you a family to adopt). One of
the things society is missing today is intergenerational mentoring. Because people are so mobile today, many families do not have
the historic closeness of parents and grandparents that could help out in a pinch, observe and give tips freely. I guarantee that some
young families could use a little experience from someone who has raised a family.
You can expect a warm welcome, a light dinner, Worship in Song and a message, Discussion and Activities, every Wednesday Night
at 6pm. As we get older, we stop doing crafts associated with Sunday school, but I remember going on the Walk to Emmaus, and
getting creative with my table mates after the message. I still remember some of those songs, posters, and art we did in response to
the message. A craft to reinforce the message is not just good for kids, it’s great for everyone to apply what they learned.
If you would like to help in the background, we will need ushers, kitchen help, a cleanup crew, and mentors. Please let the church
know if you are coming so we can have food and safe seating ready, or if you would like to volunteer. Ideally, we will have 4-5 teams
to head cooking and cleanup once a month.
Come join us for a hands on worship experience. And as always pray God’s kingdom come. Amen.
Please pray for revival – “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that
is at work within us,” Ephesians 3:20 NIV

See more pictures from our first

Worship for All Ages on page 10

January

Methodist Children’s Home

February

UMARMY

March

Abundant Life Ministries

April

Emergency FOOD PANTRY

SEPTEMBER 2020 RESULTS

$122.00
$23.00

Church

$420.00
$11,705.00

May
June

July
August

Undie Sunday!

$ 254.20

September UMCOR– Hurricane Relief

$385.00

October

$419.29

Care Portal

*Giving:
Castaway’s:
Market St Apartment Income
Total Income:
Expenses:
SEPT Net Income
PPP Grant applied
SEPT Net Income with Grant

$ 24,094.76
$
0.00
$ 4,170.00
$ 28,264.76
$ 34,451.99
-$ 6,187.23
$
0.00
-$ 6,187.23

Year-to-date Net Income
without PPP Grant
PPP Grant applied
Year-to-date Net Income with Grant

-$ 12,447.60
$ 56,652.24
$ 44,204.64

*Identified giving, Sunday School offerings and unidentified
giving (cash received when we pass the offering plates).

BENEVOLENT BUCKET—
NOVEMBER

First Learning Tree

Benevolent Bucket is a special offering taken
up on the first Sundays of each month.
On November 1st, the Benevolent Bucket is
designated for Rockport-Fulton Good Samaritans. Your
contributions will help us to assist more people in our
community.

Support Rockport-Fulton
Good Samaritans, Inc.
Donate on November 10

Income/Tuition
Expenses
SEPT Net Income
PPP Grant applied
SEPT Net Income with Grant

$ 52,919.80
$ 65,594.43
-$ 12,674.63
$
0.00
-$12,674.63

Year-to-date Net Income
Without PPP Grant
PPP Grant applied
Year-to-date Net Income

-$ 73,368.37
$114,848.08
$ 41,479.71

Church and FLT Combined

Good Samaritans will once again be
part of the Coastal Bend Day of Giving.
The Coastal Bend Day of Giving is a 24hour, online opportunity to donate, with a minimum of only
$10, to local charities at the forefront of assisting those most
at risk in our region. This year, donations made on the Coastal
Bend Day of Giving website, currently up to $22,000 for each
of the 50 participating nonprofits, will be doubled so each
nonprofit can raise at least $44,000 for much needed services!
To participate, simply log on to
www.coastalbenddayofgiving.org on November 10, complete
a few blanks, select Rockport-Fulton Good Samaritans, Inc.,
using the shopping cart feature, and make your donation using
a credit/debit card, or eChecks.
Or if you prefer, you may preschedule your donation on
Coastal Bend Day of Giving website from November 1 through
November 9 through Early Giving, and it will be processed on
November 10.

Year-to-date Net Income
Without PPP Grant
PPP Grant applied **
Year-to-date Net Income with Grant

-$ 85,815.97
$171,500.32
$ 84,100.65

**The entire amount of the Grant has now been applied and
will not be available as a credit against expenses beginning
with the August financials.
We ask you to please keep your church and your church
and FLT staff in your prayers and consider how you can
answer God’s call to stewardship of your prayers,
presence, gifts, service and witness. Our church and
community are blessed by all you have to offer. If you are
traveling, you can go to our church website to give online
at www.fumcrockport.org.
Blessings, Susan Jamison, Business Manager
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AN ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
1 Chronicles 16:34

November is traditionally a month associated with Thanksgiving and a focus on gratitude. To help us practice gratitude and
thankfulness, the Worship Committee requests that during the month of November, in addition to our prayer requests on the
Prayer/Friendship cards filled out during Sunday worship, we add our blessings and gratitudes as prayers of thanksgiving to be
shared during Prayers for the People (or Prayer Team only if you choose).
We also have a Blessings Bulletin Board in the Bistro area that we
invite you to visit and post your blessings and gratitudes to share
with others.

See page 5 to find more suggestions from Kathy Wilson, RN,
Wesley Nurse, to extend your Attitude of Gratitude beyond the
Thanksgiving season.

Important Dates
NOVEMBER 2020

Greening is Coming Nov 22, 2020

 Nov 1— All Saints’ Day

Let’s get the church in shape for the
coming of our King! Please lend a hand
to help prepare the way of the Lord. We
will be changing banners, hanging
wreaths, dressing windows and putting
up the Chrismon Tree on Sunday Nov. 22
at 11:00 am. Just hang around after
church if you would like to help.

Daylight Savings Begins (move clocks
back one hour)
 Nov 2— Church Council/Charge Conference
Meeting @ 5:30 PM
 Nov 10—Coastal Bend Day of Giving (see
article on page 2)
 Nov 15—Worship Committee Mtg following
service

It will be so good to see the reminders that Christ is coming.
And please save the following dates when we will continue to
make things festive. If you would like to help on any of the
following days, your help will be most welcome by the Altar
Guild.
Nov 22:
Dec 6:
Dec 20:
Jan 3:
Feb 7:

 Nov 16—December Newsletter Deadline
 Nov 22—Hanging of the Greens following
service
 Nov 26—Thanksgiving Day - Church Offices
Closed

Greening the Church right after service.
Poinsettia Tree set up
Change banners to white. Add wise men.
Remove Greens (First Sun of Epiphany)
Wise men Removed

 Nov 29—Advent Begins
For full church calendar, see
www.fumcrockport.org/calendar

This monthly newsletter is published by the First United
Methodist Church of Rockport, 801 E. Main Street,
Rockport, TX 78382.

First United Methodist Church of Rockport
Phone No. 361-729-1659
Rev. Frank Baik, Senior Pastor …………………….… x2248
Susan Jamison, Business Manager…………………. x2574
Stefany Simmons, Family Ministries…………………x2575
Paul Klemm, Director of Music…………………… x2577
Karen Snyder, Administrative Assistant…………. x2576
Kathy Wilson, RN, Wesley Nurse………………. x2578
Alfredo Gonzales, Custodian……………………….. x2501
Madaline Brown, First Learning Tree Director…….. x2584

Send address changes to P. O. Box 1045, Rockport, TX
78381.

“Like” us on Facebook!
“First United Methodist Church of
Rockport, TX “
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PRESCRIPTION ASSISTANCE

PRAYER TEAM

At this time, the Prescription Assistance Program
continues to handle requests only by phone or mail.
If you or someone you know needs prescription
assistance, please call 361-729-1666 and leave a
message with your contact information, and we will return your
call.

Mondays @10:30 AM.
Every January we often begin lots of
positive resolutions to reform our
behavior. Sometimes we make it
through the year, but often it’s just too
big of a distance. We find ourselves
feeling discouraged that we have failed
in our original effort. Short term commitments have a better
chance of success.

September 1 to September 30, 2020
Clients
New Clients
New Clients Unable to Help
Forms Filed
Volunteer Hours

This is an invitation to join our prayer team in the Bistro area
of our church on Mondays at 10:30. It’s a bright, comfortable
spot where we can distance ourselves. Come and read the
names on the list, or come and say nothing if you prefer. Often
people are concerned that they are not good at impromptu
“prayer giving” - this is not a requirement. Only your half hour
of time is needed to bless others who have great concerns. You
will feel blessed. One member said “When I come here on
Mondays I feel renewed.”

Estimated Cash Value of Medications
Saved for Clients:
1 month supply
X 3 months supply

Sunday, the 18th of October, Pastor Frank called us to pledge to
pray for revival in our church and our community. Did you make
a pledge? Do you need a new start on many different levels?
Please come and join us. We need you!
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$ 4,387.00
$ 13,161.00

CARING CARDS
The Caring Cards ministry is an important
connection that bonds our church family
together. We appreciate those who continue
to supply us with beautiful handmade cards.

Jeannie Coe
Lynne Ruf
Carita Gould
Sue Weir
Steve and Beverly Johnson
Alfredo Gonzales

If you like to make cards and wish to contribute, we welcome
handmade cards to send for birthdays and anniversaries. You
can bring them to the church and leave them at the receptionist
desk.
If you have questions please call Gail Hanson at 361-549-4244.

If you have any questions please contact Lynne Ruf 361-8165912.

CASTAWAYS THRIFT SHOP
CHURCH FAMILY: WE NEED YOUR HELP.
We need volunteers for pricing and sorting donations and keeping the store clean during the
day we are managers. We lag behind all the other churches in participation from church
members.
Please, if you have a few hours during the week we need you on Wednesday or Thursday.
Contact Annette at (361) 790-6217 if you're interested in joining the Castaways Team.
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NEWS FROM KATHY WILSON, RN, WESLEY NURSE
Gratitude and Mental Health
November is here, and Thanksgiving is just 4 weeks away. At Thanksgiving, our
family traditionally presents the question at dinner “What are you thankful for
this year?”

What ARE we thankful for this year? Can we come up with a list of blessings?
Thinking of this question, my first thought is “I’m thankful that 2020 is almost
over.” I know we will be able to come up with more than just that. What will you
and your family be grateful for?
During the current pandemic, focusing on positive points in our lives may be
helpful. Mental health experts remind us that having gratitude in our lives
improves our outlook and our overall mental health.
Research and Gratitude: Two psychologists, Dr. Robert A. Emmons of the University of California, Davis, and Dr. Michael E.
McCullough of the University of Miami, have done much of the research on gratitude. In one study, they asked all participants to
write a few sentences each week, focusing on particular topics. One group wrote about things they were grateful for that had
occurred during the week. A second group wrote about daily irritations or things that had displeased them, and the third wrote
about events that had affected them (with no emphasis on them being positive or negative). After 10 weeks, those who wrote
about gratitude were more optimistic and felt better about their lives. Surprisingly, they also exercised more and had fewer visits
to physicians than those who focused on sources of aggravation. In Praise of Gratitude. (2019). Harvard Health Publishing.
Pointers on how to develop an attitude of gratitude include:
 Write a thank-you note. You can make yourself happier and nurture your relationship with another person by writing a
thank-you letter expressing your enjoyment and appreciation of that person's impact on your life. Once in a while, write one
to yourself.
 Thank someone mentally. No time to write? It may help just to think about someone who has done something nice for you,
and mentally thank the individual.
 Keep a gratitude journal. Make it a habit to write down or share with a loved one thoughts about the gifts you've received
each day.
 Count your blessings. Pick a time every week to sit down and write about your blessings — reflecting on what went right or
what you are grateful for.
 Pray. People who are religious can use prayer to cultivate gratitude.
 Meditate. Mindfulness meditation involves focusing on the present moment without judgment. Although people often
focus on a word or phrase (such as "peace"), it is also possible to focus on what you're grateful for (the warmth of the sun, a
pleasant sound, etc.). In Praise of Gratitude. (2019). Harvard Health Publishing.
No matter how we say it, I pray that saying thank you will help us all on our journey of physical, mental and spiritual good health.
Blessings, Kathy Wilson, RN, Wesley Nurse
3 John 1:2 “Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, just as it is well with your soul.”
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News from Paul Klemm
Music Director

DO YOU WANT TO BE A PART OF OUR
VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS CANTATA?
This Christmas I would like to do a Cantata. I don’t believe that we’re
going to be in a position to do one live; so we’ll do it virtually. I have
tentatively picked a Cantata for us to sing, and I’m working on the
technology. If you have not yet participated in our Zoom informational
meetings, please call me for more information.
Because we are talking about doing this virtually, I want to invite all of
our members that aren’t yet comfortable with “In-person” worship/singing to participate. I would also
like to extend that welcome to our Winter Family. For that matter, if you know of someone that might be
interested, they’re welcome as well. The more the merrier!!
In the meantime, call/text or email me to let me know that you are interested. That way I can start
gathering the materials we are going to need!
I can not begin to tell you how excited I am to make music with you all again!
Paul

MUSICIANS NEEDED
Do you play Guitar or Drums? The Praise Band could really use you! We are a small group that
rehearses Tuesday Nights for the Wednesday Night Service. The music isn’t especially difficult,
and the fellowship is great. Come on out at 6:00pm and join us!
By the way, if you haven’t been to a Wednesday Night Service, you really should come. It’s a
great Service!
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Prayer and Thanksgiving
Let’s face it, sometimes life is challenging… especially with all of
the chaos going on in the world today. But even without
focusing on all of the illness and isolation caused by COVID-19,
we go through hard stuff, right?
We recently went through something in our family that I found
really challenging. My human nature urged me to focus on the
worst-case scenarios and to let my fears get the best of me...
Honestly, I had a couple of days there where I just wanted to
curl up in a ball and cry...
Do you ever feel like that?
God’s word has some helpful advice for times like this. God’s
word tells us to rejoice always, to pray continually, and to give
thanks in all circumstances. Did you catch that last part? In all
circumstances.
Notice it does not say for all circumstances. When a loved one
is suffering from illness or is gone too soon from this world, we
cannot possibly be thankful for those things. But we can
maintain an attitude of thankfulness to God in the midst of
such difficult situations. When we go through hard—even
painful—stuff, we can still choose to focus on God’s goodness.

KidMin Academy Graduate!
Though Hurricane Harvey turned a 1-year program into four
years, I finally finished!

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
I believe the key to this verse is “pray continually.” With God’s
help, even when we feel at our weakest, we can still pray. God
meets us in those moments. When we give our worries and
anxieties to him, he will fill us with peace and joy even before
the circumstances change. Not only will he do that for us, but
you might be surprised how he uses your faith to bless those
around you. Your children and friends are watching, and when
you handle challenges with prayer and gratitude, you’re
planting seeds of faith.
Blessings Always,
Stefany Simmons
361-729-1659 x2575
ssimmons@fumcrockport.org
7

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF
FIRST LEARNING TREE

This has been an “interesting” year with many challenges and
obstacles to overcome. If you tune in to any form of media,
there is so much negativity and fear. Many people are eager
to “get this year over with.” However, I choose to see that
through everything this year, we have so much to be thankful
for.


I am thankful for the church and First Learning Tree
making it through every shutdown and restricted
guideline that came with COVID-19.



I am thankful that our staff and children have been safe
from sickness.



I am thankful that we have not suffered the financial
burdens and closure that other childcare centers have
faced.



I am thankful that we have a strong church, family, and
center.



Most of all I am thankful that God is a good God, and:

“He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8.
God bless,
Madaline Brown
First Learning Tree Director
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On Saturday, October 3rd, the youth group got
to go fishing and enjoy some social time
outside! We are so thankful to Ms. Margaret
for her hospitality and the pizza! It was a
beautiful and fun evening together. Kevin
Jamison helped us with fishing gear and bait,
Dustin Barre led praise songs, Pastor Frank gave
communion and a message, and God gave us an
incredible sunset!

On Sunday, October 4th, six wonderful children
and youth ages 9-16 completed the FUMC
Acolyte Training! Many thanks to the kids for
participating, to Wendy Bryan for leading this
training, and a special thanks to Holly Harmon
who has volunteered to coordinate the
scheduling of acolytes to serve during worship
services!
Thank you ALL for your willingness to serve!
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PUMPKINS ARRIVE!
Thank you to those that worked so hard to get the
Pumpkin Patch set up!

OUR FIRST
WORSHIP FOR ALL AGES SERVICE
Join us on Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM in the
Fellowship Hall!
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11/01

Ava Brandon

11/06

Carl and Jane Lechlitner

11/02

Kimberly Chapman

11/10

Lloyd and Charlene Morin

11/04

Nathan "Bob" D'Amico

11/12

John and Ginger Gay

11/04

Carol Pifer

11/15

Shawn and Stefany Simmons

11/04

Holly Harmon

11/30

Craig and Ramona Day

11/05

Kathy Daniels

11/06

Max Kluge, Jr.

11/07

Alice Porter

11/07

Dustin Barre

11/08

Janice Spears

11/10

Candi Ward

11/10

Malik Cashaw

11/11

Betsy Sadler Pfister

11/12

Les Freeman

11/16

Lynne Ruf

11/17

Richard Pifer

11/18

Marjorie Farrer

11/18

Beverly Johnson

11/18

Jan Sutter

11/22

Maria Gardner

11/22

Susie Hale

11/26

Bud Crough

11/26

Jim Fowler

11/26

Sandra Garrison

11/28

Doris Owens

11/30

Caitlyn Pruiett (FLT)

Please pray for the family of Daniel Pearce,
brother of Ginger Gay, who passed away on
October 13, 2020.
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LECTIONARY READINGS
Our worship life is organized around the Revised Common Lectionary—a system of reading through the entire Bible in
a 3-year cycle. You are invited and encouraged to use these scripture passages in your devotional time.
Nov 1, 2020—22nd Sun after Pentecost
(Wed) Joshua 3:7-17
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
(Sun) Matthew 23:1-12
Nov 15, 2020—24th Sun after Pentecost
(Wed) Judges 4:1–7
Psalm 123
1 Thessalonians 5:1–11
(Sun) Matthew 25: 14–30

Nov 8, 2020—23rd Sun after Pentecost
(Wed) Exodus 32:1–14
Psalm 78:1-7
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
(Sun) Matthew 25:1–13

Nov 22, 2020– Christ the King Sunday
(Wed) Ezekiel 34: 11–16, 20-24
Psalm 100
Ephesians 1:15–23
(Sun) Matthew 25:31–46

Nov 29, 2020-1st Sunday of Advent
(Wed) Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
(Sun) Mark 13:24-37

WORSHIP:




www.fumcrockport.org/worship
Facebook: First United Methodist Church Rockport Tx
Request a sermon manuscript: call our office at 361-729-1659
Let us know you're worshiping with us from home by filling out the online Friendship Card.
You can find the link on our home page @ www.fumcrockport.org

PRAYER:


Prayer with Pastor Frank:

Mon-Thur @ 8:30 AM: In-person in the Sanctuary or on facebook.com/fumcrockport
Fri @ 8:30 AM on facebook.com/fumcrockport



Prayer requests can be sent to www.fumcrockport.org/prayer

SMALL GROUP AND BIBLE STUDIES:
Sun:
Tue:

Moms’ Group with Stefany, 6:30 PM, Rec Rm
Mid-Week Reflection with Pastor Frank, 11 AM, Rec Rm or on Zoom - find the Zoom link at
www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study.
Wed: Women’s Group with Donna, 1 PM, FH 3/Bistro area
Fri:
Bible Study with Pastor Frank, 6 PM, Parsonage, in person or on Zoom - find the Zoom link at
www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study
Sign up for Small Group Bible Studies @ www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study

GIVING:



Give online at fumcrockport.org/give
Mail to PO Box 1045, Rockport TX 78381
For the latest updates, check our website at fumcrockport.org
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UNWRAP THE JOY OF ANGEL TREE
Share the hope of Jesus and the joy of the season for a hurting child in
our community this Christmas. Angel Tree, a program of Prison
Fellowship, serves incarcerated parents by providing a pathway for
strengthening and restoring their relationships with their children and
families.
Through Angel Tree, each child will receive a Christmas present, a
gospel message, and a message of love on behalf of their parent in
prison.
Would you help share Christ’s love this season by volunteering to buy a Christmas gift for one of these families?
If so, please call Joyce Palmer, (512) 716-9973, to add your name to the list of those wanting to help, or with any
questions. Barbara Day is assisting with this program.

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT iGIVE.COM?
You can automatically donate to FUMC every time you shop online @ iGive.com!
Make a difference very time you shop online for things you need or want. Create your account and
choose FUMC Rockport as your cause. A percentage of your purchase is automatically donated to FUMC
Rockport. It’s as easy as that! What a great way to give back during your Christmas shopping or any time
you shop online!
Go to iGive.com *Create an account *Search for FUMC Rockport as your cause * Shop!

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE:
Monday, November 16th
Due to the holidays, the
December newsletter deadline
is a little earlier this month!

Please send ministry information and glory sightings to
Karen Snyder at ksnyder@fumcrockport.org.

Don’t forget Daylight Savings begins November 1st!
Move your clocks back one hour!
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WORSHIP FOR ALL AGES
Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30 PM
See page 1 for information on our new
worship service

Always Growing in Christ

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. BOX 1045
801 EAST MAIN
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78381-1045
(361) 729-1659
www.fumcrockport.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

14

