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GREENING, PREPARING HEART, HOME, AND CHURCH FOR JESUS
The outward decorating of the church is the symbol of preparing our hearts and spirits to receive our God and King. We change
banners, hang wreaths, dress windows and put up the Chrismon Tree. The Greening of the Church took place on Sunday,
November 22nd and we thank those of you that helped.
Within our own hearts we have the preparation work of reflecting on Jesus’ life and mission, meditating on scripture, repenting of
sin, and rededicating ourselves for the glorification of our God and King. To help us “green” our hearts, we have Advent
devotionals for everyone. We have already begun to give them out in worship, and they can be picked up along with the Upper
Room devotionals from church.
If you can’t get out or are too far away, we will be blessed if you let us know you want one. Please contact Karen Snyder at the
church office (details below) and allow us to send it to you, so you can “green” your heart as well as your home. We will be happy
to send you both the Advent devotional and the Upper Room devotional.
Please note the following dates of decorating the church to remind you of the symbolism of preparing to receive our God and King:
December 6:
Poinsettia Tree set up
December 20:
Change banners to white.
Add wise men.
January 3:
Remove Greens (1st Sun of Epiphany)
February 7:
Wise men removed
For details in helping with decorating: contact Patsy Phemister.
For devotionals: contact Karen Snyder at the church office, 361-729-1659, or email at ksnyder@fumcrockport.org.

FUMC Has Gone Fishing!
Calling all Anglers, Pescadores, salty dogs, we are going
Fishing for Jesus!
Full disclaimer, on our first trip we only caught babies
that we threw back, but we did have a great time, and
lunch afterwards.
We have not set a date yet, but expect a trip in early
December.
If you would like to be part of the next trip let Richard
Hyde know at (832) 649-0665.

OCTOBER 2020 RESULTS
Church
*Giving:
Castaway’s:
Market St Apartment Income
Total Income:
Expenses:
OCT Net Income
PPP Grant applied
OCT Net Income with Grant
Year-to-date Net Income
without PPP Grant
PPP Grant applied
Year-to-date Net Income with Grant

$ 32,129.83
$ 8,000.00
$ 4,580.00
$ 44,709.83
$ 35,373.68
$ 9,336.15
$
0.00
$ 9,336.15

January

Methodist Children’s Home

February

UMARMY

March

Abundant Life Ministries

April

Emergency FOOD PANTRY

$122.00
$23.00
$420.00
$11,705.00

May
June
July

-$ 3,111.45
$ 56,652.24
$ 53,540.79

August

*Identified giving, Sunday School offerings and unidentified
giving (cash received when we pass the offering plates).

First Learning Tree
Income/Tuition
Expenses
OCT Net Income
PPP Grant applied
OCT Net Income with Grant

$ 68,060.51
$ 63,455.96
$ 4,604.55
$
0.00
$ 4,604.55

Year-to-date Net Income
Without PPP Grant
PPP Grant applied
Year-to-date Net Income

-$ 68,763.82
$114,848.08
$ 46,084.26

Undie Sunday!

$ 254.20

September UMCOR– Hurricane Relief

$385.00

October

Care Portal

$419.29

November

Good Samaritans

$153.00

Church and FLT Combined
Year-to-date Net Income
Without PPP Grant
PPP Grant applied **
Year-to-date Net Income with Grant

-$ 71,875.27
$171,500.32
$ 99,625.05

Benevolent Bucket is a special offering taken up on the first
Sundays of each month.
On December 6th, the Benevolent Bucket is designated for
Angel Tree Prison Fellowship Ministry.

**The entire amount of the Grant has now been applied and
will not be available as a credit against expenses beginning
with the August financials.

“Angel Tree shares the love of Christ in a tangible way and
strengthens family bonds, delivering personalized gifts and
the Gospel to children on behalf of their incarcerated parents
at Christmas.“
https://www.prisonfellowship.org/about/angel-tree/#

We ask you to please keep your church and FLT staff in
your prayers and consider how you can answer God’s call
to stewardship of your prayers, presence, gifts, service
and witness. Our church and community are blessed by
all you have to offer. If you are traveling, you can go to our
church website to give online at www.fumcrockport.org.
Blessings, Susan Jamison, Business Manager
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How Pastor Frank Deals with Stress
So many of us are stressed, worn out and worried. Many of us are fatigued with Covid19 distancing and lockdowns. And then
there are the day to day worries that regularly plague us.
I tend to be low stress, even in stressful times. What really works for me is having an eternal perspective. God is ultimately in
control and Jesus’ blood is enough to cover all my mistakes and failings. So if it won’t matter in eternity, I try not to worry about
it. That doesn’t mean I don’t worry, but it puts things in perspective so that I can deal with it. When I have eternity in mind,
death does not grieve me as permanence. It grieves me as a long parting, but with a promise of a wonderful reunion. Fear,
danger, trial, in the light of eternity lose their power to cripple me.
This is the attitude of Paul when he says, “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will
be revealed in us.“ Romans 8:18. I love to have my Martial Arts students say Romans 8:18 while holding the pushup position on
their knuckles. It reminds them that suffering a little pain in the present will bring future rewards. That pain in the knuckles and
muscles builds structural integrity, endurance, and pain tolerance. If we can suffer for temporary gain, surely we can endure for
eternal gain.
So when you are dealing with stress, ask the questions: Will this matter in a year? In 5 years? In 10 years? Will it matter in
eternity? Then treat it accordingly. If it will still hurt in a year, it matters. If it matters in 5-10 years, it’s worth greater concern.
But if it is going to resolve itself in a year, why burden yourself? Take a breath and let it go. It’s not gonna matter anyway. And in
the light of eternity, few things are really worth stressing out about. Clutch tightly and inhale deeply, and as you exhale let that
worry go. God can handle it.

We are different and what works for me might not work for you. Other people turn to prayer, walk, enjoy nature, sing or enjoy
music, read the Bible, lean on friendships. You have to know yourself and find what works for you consistently.
But if you find you cannot let a stressor go, you might want to conference with a wise friend or a professional counselor –
someone you can trust. Pastor Frank gives advice for free. A couple of other resources are:
STCH Ministry Counselor, Amanda Brown – 361 991-8680
Methodist Health Ministry Counselor, Erica Garcia – 361 658-9708
Don’t hesitate to reach out if you are feeling like you need support.

Grace of God uphold you and fill you with supernatural Peace. Amen.

This monthly newsletter is published by the First United
Methodist Church of Rockport, 801 E. Main Street,
Rockport, TX 78382.
Send address changes to P. O. Box 1045, Rockport, TX
78381.

“Like” us on Facebook!
“First United Methodist Church of
Rockport, TX “

First United Methodist Church of Rockport
Phone No. 361-729-1659
Rev. Frank Baik, Senior Pastor …………………….… x2248
Susan Jamison, Business Manager…………………. x2574
Stefany Simmons, Family Ministries…………………x2575
Paul Klemm, Director of Music…………………… x2577
Karen Snyder, Administrative Assistant…………. x2576
Kathy Wilson, RN, Wesley Nurse………………. x2578
Alfredo Gonzales, Custodian……………………….. x2501
Madaline Brown, First Learning Tree Director…….. x2584
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NEWS FROM KATHY WILSON, RN, WESLEY NURSE
**Please note that the information in this article was the most current guideline available from the CDC at the time of this printing

The holiday season is fast approaching, and with the holidays, comes questions on how to celebrate during a global pandemic. Do
we travel? Is it safe to travel? How can we make this holiday season memorable and fun? What about sharing of food with
friends and family?
The CDC has lots of valuable information that can help making the decision about travel a bit easier. Visit the following website
that will allow you to connect to all states for current active cases and any travel restrictions that may be in place for each area.
The information on this website will help as the holidays get closer with the most up-to-date information.
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
Christmas dinner and families usually means potluck and all participating. The CDC has recommendations for friend and family
gatherings as well. These include:
 Have a small outdoor meal with family and friends who live in your community.
 Limit the number of guests.
 Have conversations with guests ahead of time to set expectations for celebrating together.
 Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces and items between use.
 If celebrating indoors, make sure to open windows.
 Limit the number of people in food preparation areas.
 If sharing food, have one person serve food and use single-use options, like plastic utensils.
And, of course, wash your hands often. Sing a tune, wash for 20 seconds. Here are lyrics that are from an unknown author to help
make handwashing fun:
Oh, the virus outside is frightful.
But this hand soap smells so delightful.
And since we’ve no place to go,
Wash your hands, wash your hands, yes you know.
Yes, we do know to wash our hands, wear our masks, and social distance. Gentle reminders are always appreciated when in
groups, as we continue to protect ourselves, our families, and our friends.

May this Christmas season bring you joy, keep you healthy, and provide you with peace.
Merry Christmas and Blessings to all,
Kathy Wilson, RN, Wesley Nurse

3 John 1:2 “Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health,
just as it is well with your soul.”
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From Trustees Chairperson, Kathy Daniels
As this year is ending, I want to thank the many people who have supported this committee with
their hard work and efforts. We have been limited on our achievements due to the circumstances
that we all have faced this year, but Trustees work still continues.
The Main Street Foyer was completed when the granite counter was installed thanks to the Coe's
donation. Also, the remaining rooms that needed a fresh coat of paint were finished and the Library
that is located in Room 12 is nearing the finish line.
With the reopening of many of the Church sponsored events, I anticipate other repairs or needs to pop up throughout this
coming year. If you have any suggestions or see a problem, please contact me or put a note in the Trustee's Mail Box.
I am excited about what this new year holds in store for our Church and the Trustee's eagerly await whatever comes our way!

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FIRST LEARNING TREE
It’s the most wonderful, special time of year, and some Christmas cheer is just what we need!
Having said that, some people are still suffering from COVID-19. Our local nursing homes’ residents
have not seen visitors since March of this year, and we want to help spread some love and holiday joy
to them.
Normally, First Learning Tree goes Christmas caroling inside of Gulf Pointe Plaza, and the residents
love to hear our children sing. With COVID-19 restrictions, we decided to get creative. We are going to
perform Christmas Carols at Gulf Pointe Plaza on Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in the
parking lot. The residents will be so excited! To make things more fun, we have invited ABC school to
join us.

Additionally, we are participating in the Children’s Coalition of Aransas County Toy Drive. If you would like
to participate in this wonderful cause, you can drop off toys at FLT by December 10th.
These are two great events that will lift the spirits of some wonderful people in our community.

God bless,
Madaline Brown
First Learning Tree Director
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Children’s Church is
coming back!
Starting Sunday,
December 27th

Come help us spread some joy!
Christmas Caroling

WHAT is Children’s Church?
Children’s Church is a place
where children can learn songs,
Bible stories, and do crafts
together.

Gulf Pointe Plaza
(1008 Enterprise Blvd)
Tuesday, December 8th
6:30 p.m.

WHO is Children’s Church for? Children in Kinder—3rd
grades.

(arrive @ 6:15 p.m.)
In light of the current COVID risks,
this year we will be singing outside
the Gulf Pointe Assisted Living
Facility. Residents will be able to enjoy watching and listening
through their windows. There’s plenty of space for us to
spread out around the building, so let’s fill it up!

WHEN is Children’s Church? On Sunday mornings, during the
10:30am worship service. Children will begin worship with
their parents in the sanctuary, and after the children’s sermon
they are invited to go into the fellowship hall with Children’s
Church leaders. They will be brought back into the sanctuary
to rejoin their parents at the end of the worship service.

All are welcome!

WHY are we starting this up again? Kaitlyn Jamison grew up
attending Children’s Church at FUMC Rockport, and now she is
a young mom with 3 very active children. She asked if we
could start doing this again, and she even offered to help lead
it! Children’s Church gives a great space for children to learn
while also allowing their parents to focus on their own worship
experience.
You can HELP too! Stefany Simmons and Kaitlyn Jamison will
be working together, and we are seeking more volunteers. If
you would like to help out, please join us for training on Dec 7
at 1 PM.
Blessings Always,
Stefany Simmons
361-729-1659 x2575
ssimmons@fumcrockport.org

Monday, December 7th
@ 1:00pm
Youth / Rec Room
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News from Music Director, Paul Klemm
The Music Program is alive and well! We have been working hard on this year’s
Christmas Cantata. The title is Season of Wonder, by Joseph Martin. We will be
presenting a slightly different version of this cantata with a couple of other songs thrown
in during the December 20th Worship Services. I promise you will not want to miss this!
During Advent, our Praise Band will be participating in our Sunday Morning Worship Services. We
will all sing some familiar traditional Advent and Christmas Carols, as well as some that are a little
newer, but still familiar.
As always, the praise band is looking for some more participants. We are especially looking for a drummer but
would really love to have another guitarist as well. If you, or someone you know, might be interested, please let
me know.

In Christian
Sympathy
for the Family of
Jane Garrett

Charley Jane Garrett passed away on November 16, 2020 at the
age of 80.
Jane used to be very involved at FUMC Rockport. She taught
Sunday School, was a youth leader, and was active in many
things in the church and community.
Please hold her family in your prayers during this difficult time.

LECTIONARY READINGS
Our worship life is organized around the Revised Common Lectionary—a system of reading through the entire Bible in a
3-year cycle. You are invited and encouraged to use these scripture passages in your devotional time.
Dec 6, 2020—2nd Sun of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-22
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
2 Peter 3: 8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

Dec 13, 2020—3rd Sun of Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1: 6–8, 19-28

Dec 20, 2020—4th Sun of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16
Luke 1:47-55
Romans 16:25–27
Luke 1:26–38

Dec 27, 2020– Sunday after Christmas Day
Isaiah 61:10– 62:3
Psalm 148
Galatians 4:4–7
Luke 2:22-40
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The “Rest of the Story” About Castaways
Our church benefits hugely from sales at Castaways Thrift Store of gently used goods donated for the benefit of FUMC Rockport.
These benefits are attributable not only to donations of goods made by our members, but also to many hours of work done
faithfully every week by a handful of our members who volunteer at Castaways. The “rest of the story” is that, in addition to our
receiving really significant infusions of cash over and above what is reported in our monthly financial statements, our participation
in Castaways has resulted in wonderful mission work under the direction of our Castaways volunteers. This is how it happened….
Beginning in 2016, it was decided that the church would take into income all monies received from Castaways up to $8,000 a
month and that anything in excess of that would be treated as follows: (1) twenty percent would be deposited in a checking
account for the Castaways volunteers to allocate, which would be primarily for such charitable contributions and mission work as
the volunteers determine, and (2) the remainder would be set aside for church needs in excess of regular operations (such as
replacing an air conditioning unit).
It is important for us to understand what this means for our church. So, let’s take a look at recent history:
In 2019: The church received $96,000 in income from Castaways.
An additional $47,656 cash was received and held in reserve.
That’s a total of $ 143,656 cash we received for the year.
In addition to that, a total of $18,011 was deposited in the Castaways volunteers’ checking
account primarily for missions.
The Castaways volunteers made charitable contributions totaling $19,000, as follows:
 Methodist Children’s Home
$4,500

2020:



FUMC Health Ministries

5,000



Aransas County Care Portal

2,000



Assistance to three needy families

5,500



Aransas Co. Another Chance Dog Rescue

2,000



(Also provided breakfast for UMArmy kids)

Castaways’ operations were shut down for several months due to the pandemic, so receipts
from their operations through September were only $29,756 as opposed to the usual $72,000
(a reduction of $42,254).
However, the Castaways volunteers, of their own accord, made donations to the church from
their checking account of $10,000 to help make up the shortfall! What a blessing!
Castaways’ operations began again in October, and we once again will be receiving the $8,000 plus
monthly benefit from them...and our Castaways volunteers will be able to resume their mission work,
which has been on hold.

As you can see, our participation in Castaways’ operations provides a tremendous financial benefit to the church. The volunteers’
mission work is extremely important too, not only for the church, but also for our community. And our community also enjoys the
opportunity for families to purchase good quality, gently used goods at very reasonable prices. This in itself is a mission because
families can often purchase items at Castaways they could not afford to purchase elsewhere.

All this is a result of many, many hours of work by our volunteers throughout each year. So, we say to them:
We thank God for you, for your hard work, and for the heart you have
for our church, for missions and for our community.
You bless us mightily.
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PRESCRIPTION ASSISTANCE

CASTAWAYS THRIFT SHOP

At this time, the Prescription Assistance Program
continues to handle requests only by phone or mail.
If you or someone you know needs prescription
assistance, please call 361-729-1666 and leave a
message with your contact information, and we will return your
call.
October 1 to October 31, 2020

Here are some fun ways you can
help out at Castaways.
Every Wednesday morning, we sort
donations and price items for sale, then at 3:15 we put
merchandise out on the sales floor that we have priced during
the week.
All day Thursday we are managing the store at a wide variety
of tasks.
 We need a toy pricer.
 We need a purse and scarf pricer.
 We need a household items pricer.

Clients
New Clients
New Clients Unable to Help
Forms Filed
Volunteer Hours
Estimated Cash Value of Medications
Saved for Clients:
1 month supply
X 3 months supply

Do you have a couple of hours during the week? There is
something for everyone.
Please join us and help out the church, community….plus we
have snacks (sometimes
lunch) and lots of fun!
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$ 6,064.00
$ 18,192.00

CARING CARDS

Thanks for considering
Castaways for your
community outreach.

The Caring Cards ministry is an important
connection that bonds our church family
together. We appreciate those who continue
to supply us with beautiful handmade cards.

Contact Annette at (361)
790-6217 if you're
interested in joining the
Castaways Team.

If you like to make cards and wish to contribute, we welcome
handmade cards to send for birthdays and anniversaries. You
can bring them to the church and leave them at the receptionist
desk.
If you have questions please call Gail Hanson at 361-549-4244.

Methodist Men hard at work
at Castaways

PRAYER TEAM
Mondays @10:30 AM
Fellowship Hall 3
This dedicated group comes to the
church to pray for prayer requests,
church staff, ministries of the church,
the community, and the world. Please
come if you would like to join this
group in prayer.
If you have any questions please contact Lynne Ruf at
361-816-5912.
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WORSHIP SAFETY
Join us this season as we
focus on the glorious news
“a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord.”
Luke 2:11

We are struggling to try to maintain safe distance, and resist
the temptation to hug, in accordance with the governors of the
land.
Please be seated where there is a bulletin in the pew.
Bulletins mark safe seats so that we can stagger seating, which
protects you and neighbor from unnecessary exposure.

Wednesdays @ 6 PM: Worship for All Ages
Join in fellowship, singing, craft time, and worship. A great way
to spend your Wednesday evenings this Advent Season!

Maintaining safe distance allows us to continue to meet, even
as cases rise around the World. “Fear not, but be smart.”

Sundays: Two services: 8 AM and 10:30 AM
This Advent season, the Praise Band will be participating in the
Sunday worship services. Join us in singing traditional and
familiar Advent and Christmas carols.

We are taking offering again. Please do not pass the plate!
Ushers will come by with the offering plates, you just drop your
gifts in, touch free. Since everyone will be sitting on the ends of
pews this should be quickly and easily accomplished with 4
ushers.

December 6: Poinsettia Tree Set Up after
10:30 AM Worship Service

Thank you for your compliance, which will make worship safe
for everyone.

December 8: Christmas Caroling @ Gulf Pointe Plaza @ 6:30 PM
All are welcome to join in caroling outside Gulf Pointe Plaza, as
residents watch and listen through their windows.
December 13: Blue Christmas Service @ 5:00 PM
A service of hope and healing, designed to quietly honor the
lament of wounded hearts and lay our grief at the throne of
God.
December 15: Christmas Open House
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. FUMC and FLT Staff Members invite
you to our Christmas Open House. We will be in the Church
Administrative Hallway and Youth/Rec Room with lots of
holiday goodies! Current COVID safety protocols will be in
place.

December 20: Christmas Cantata
The Chancel Choir will present a wonderful Cantata titled
“Season of Wonder” at both the 8am and the 10:30am
Worship Services.

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE

December 24: Christmas Eve Services
5:00 p.m. Family Worship Service: Designed for children,
young families and all who are young at heart!
7:00 p.m. Traditional Worship Service: Celebrating Christ’s
Birth with Communion and Candlelight.

Sunday, December 13th @ 5:00 PM
A Service of Hope and Healing. This service is designed to
quietly honor the lament of wounded hearts and lay our grief
at the throne of God.
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Staff Christmas
Open House
Tuesday, Dec 15,
9:00-11:00 a.m.
FUMC and FLT Staff Members

Christmas on the Beach

The Rockport-Fulton Chamber of Commerce is teaming
up with the Aransas County Navigation District along with
local non-profit organizations and businesses to bring a
“lighted” holiday experience to the circle area of the
Rockport Beach Nov. 29-Jan.3 for residents and visitors
to enjoy.
At this time of year when we traditionally celebrate the
holiday season, there is still much uncertainty. By staying
safe and healthy in your car, this drive thru light display
is sure to bring joy and happiness.

invite you to our Christmas Open
House. We will be in the Church
Administrative Hallway and in the
Rec/Youth Room with lots of holiday goodies!

Stop at the Gingerbread House Welcome Center at
the entrance of the circle for instructions. Popcorn
will be provided by Copano Bay RV Resort.

*Current COVID safety protocols will be in place.

Displays:
 Candy Cane Lane - United Way of Aransas County,
Rotary Interact and Pirate’s Landing
 Ho! Ho! Ho! Choo Choo Train - Rockport Cultural
Arts District
 Santa’s Workshop - Keller Williams Realty
 Creatures of the Sea Christmas Celebration Rockport Little Theatre and Rockport Yacht Club
 Gingerbread Elf Resort - Children's Coalition of
Aransas County
 Back the Blue - Police & Sheriff - 100 Club
 A Merry 4-H Christmas - Aransas County 4-H
 Rockport-Fulton Icons - Leadership Aransas County
 The Grinch on a Jeep in tow by his reindeer as
they fly over Whoville - A.R.C.H Jeepers
 The Grinch is Clean, Recycling & Trash Free Keep Aransas County Beautiful
 Tribute to our First Responders - Aransas County
Women's Lions Club
 Manger Scene - The Churches of Aransas County
 Angels Among Us - Sacred Heart School
Date:

Nov 29, 2020 - Jan 3, 2021

Time:

06:00 PM - 09:00 PM CST

Website:

https://www.rockport-fulton.org/
ChristmasontheBeach

Location:

At the Circle at Rockport Beach
Drive through ONLY

Contact:
Email:
Date/Time
Details:
Fees/
Admission:

Staff Christmas Offering
The FUMC Staff Parish Relations
Committee has elected to
continue our Church tradition of
providing an opportunity for you
to express a special "Thank-You"
to our Church Staff this
Christmas.
If you wish to participate in this bonus gift, please
send your check payable to FUMC or cash donation
with a notation of "Staff Gift."
Your gift needs to be received by no later than
Wednesday, December 9 in order to be distributed
with the pay period prior to Christmas. Checks or cash
may be placed in the offering plate on Sunday,
December 6 or delivered to the church office
Attn: Susan Jamison.

Sandy Jumper, Rockport-Fulton
Chamber of Commerce
361-729-6445
membership@1rockport.org
Open Nov 29 - Jan3 (Excluding Tropical
Christmas Weekend Dec. 5)
Weekdays 6-9pm
Weekends 6-10pm

Holiday Office Hours
Closed for Christmas Holiday:
Dec 24 and Dec 28
Closed for New Year’s Holiday:
Dec 31, Jan 4

Free Admission * Donations Accepted
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UNWRAP THE JOY OF ANGEL TREE
Share the hope of Jesus and the joy of the season for a hurting child in our community this Christmas.
Angel Tree, a program of Prison Fellowship, serves incarcerated parents by providing a pathway for
strengthening and restoring their relationships with their children and families.
Through Angel Tree, each child will receive a Christmas present, a gospel message, and a message of love
on behalf of their parent in prison.

Name tags with each child’s information will be placed on the Chrismon Tree. Would you help share Christ’s love this season by
volunteering to buy a Christmas gift for one of these families? Please call Joyce Palmer, (512) 716-9973, for more information.

Poinsettia Order Forms will soon be available on the reception desk. You may order a poinsettia to decorate the sanctuary
through the holidays OR you may make a donation in support of our church ministries. In either case, you may specify your gift
to be “In Memory Of” OR “In Honor Of” someone.
Poinsettias are $10 each. If you wish, you may take yours home anytime after the 7:00 p.m. Candlelight Service on Christmas
Eve.
Monetary donations of $10 may also be made. The money will be given to the Angel Tree Project of the Prison Fellowship
Ministries.
Payment will need to be received no later than December 13th. If you would like to order multiple flowers or make multiple
donations, please complete a separate form for each. (You do not have to write separate checks.)
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FLAMINGO FUN!
Thank you to everyone who has
joined in this FUNdraiser benefitting
the FUMC Youth Group!

WORSHIP FOR ALL
AGES SERVICE
Join us on Wednesdays
@ 6:00 PM in the
Fellowship Hall!
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Just Thinkin’….What Can We Learn From the Virus?
Contributed by John Gay

It was nearly a year ago when a bit of news barely caught anyone’s attention: there was an outbreak of a virus in Wuhan, China.
You recall the rest of the story. Just a couple of months later there was unrelenting spread to other parts of the world, and people
were dying from this new and dangerous virus, code-named COVID-19. The entire globe was affected. It was a pandemic.
Despite multiple, varied, and imaginative approaches in controlling the viral spread, none worked well. Many countries tried lockdowns, severely limiting the movement of not only people but also of commerce. As a result, the public psyche suffered. Anxiety,
depression, anger, overuse of drugs and alcohol, and suicide became common place.
And it ain’t over yet! Globally a surge in even more cases than before is upon us. A number of European countries are already in
lock-downs with comments that Christmas will be “different” this year. There is talk that America may be shut down by a new
President in office. How we spend our next months may change once more!
So what does all this mean to you and me? All our routines, our relationships, our lives have been affected to some degree. For
some, tedium has set in. It’s the same ol’, same ol’ day after day.
For others, it’s not the tedium but the restriction of activities, of what they want to do but can’t do, because it isn’t allowed. And
what’s worse, there’s the uncertainty of relief. When and how will it ever come? John Wayne and the cavalry are not galloping
over the hill coming to our rescue. We are left only with our masks, our hand-washing, our social distancing, our small groups with
plenty of fresh air, and our common sense. That’s it…
But wait!! There’s hope in sight! Our nation, and indeed the world, is counting on the development and rapid distribution of an
effective vaccine. But that process will take months! And when a vaccine does become available, there will be still more conflicts
and controversies defying easy resolution. Who will get the vaccine first? How many will loudly declare that the shot is dangerous
and accuse the makers and the government of tomfoolery? The big cities will have the personnel and organization to handle large
numbers of people. How will all our small communities obtain and provide the vaccine? And when and how will the poor
countries of the world get help? These are just a few of the questions we will be asked in the next two to three months.
Now is the time to reflect. Troubling times bring opportunities, insight, and hope. There must be, after all, something beyond the
poverty of tedium. There is the wealth of one of God’s greatest, but largely unrecognized, creations —the gift of new beginnings
each day. After all, God chose to have a small planet circle and spin around a small sun. On that planet there would be a morning
and a night. The planet would also tip slowly so that there would be a summer and a winter. In this way, and in so many other
ways, God gave us the gift of “newness,” of change each day. How important is that? Well, consider one day in the life of an
earthworm. It never sees light, eats bits of matter it encounters as it burrows in the soil, has no emotions, and its main value in
nature is its poop. Our common, routine, unexciting day suddenly seems to be...well, exciting!
During this pandemic, we may become more aware of the little things, which bring meaning and substance in our lives. These are
the common and the ordinary, like
feeling the whisper of a breeze on our faces at sundown,
glimpsing a bird flicking its tail on a shrub,
watching a shrimp boat on the edge of the horizon,
seeing an outrageously red hibiscus bloom,
or admiring a just mowed lawn, as green and smooth as a pool table.
Next year this time, things will be better, but strangely different. We will have lived through a time which will be recorded in
history. Over the years we will remember this time in its largeness, but recall the smallest of details. Our memories of this time
will have a mix of both sadness and amusement. But each of us, in our own distinctive way, will be changed, and God willing, we
will find that the Apostle Paul was indeed right when he wrote, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him…”
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CROSS TALK SUNDAY SCHOOL NEW ADVENT STUDY
Cross Talk Sunday School class will begin a new Advent Study, Under Wraps: The Gift We Never Expected by
Rob Renfro.
This four week study includes videos from four different pastors who each present on a different perspective
as to what God is like, based on Jesus’ life.
This study will begin the 1st Sunday in Advent, Sunday Nov. 29. The class is being done both live and virtual
on ZOOM.
Since we will also start having two services (8 AM and 10:30 AM) that day, the class will begin at 9:15 AM in the Youth Room (Rm
6). Different group facilitators will present during the series.
If you would like to participate via zoom, email Jeannie Coe at jbryancoe@mindspring.com for additional information.

DO YOU KNOW ABOUT iGIVE.COM?
You can automatically donate to FUMC every time you shop online @ iGive.com!
Make a difference very time you shop online for things you need or want. Create your account and
choose FUMC Rockport as your cause. A percentage of your purchase is automatically donated to FUMC
Rockport. It’s as easy as that! What a great way to give back during your Christmas shopping or any time
you shop online!
Go to iGive.com *Create an account *Search for FUMC Rockport as your cause * Shop!

JANUARY NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE:
Monday, December 14th
Due to the holidays, the
January newsletter deadline is a
little earlier this month!

Please send ministry information and glory sightings to
Karen Snyder at ksnyder@fumcrockport.org.
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Adding Sunday Worship Service
I am pleased to announce that we are approaching 40 % capacity at Sunday worship, and will be
going back to two services on Sundays at 8am and 10:30am starting on Nov 29th, 2020. Please
adjust your schedules—you don’t want to be late for church!
We will also need some help sanitizing between services, and someone to help before and
during services. Please consider lending a hand! Even 1-2 times a month would be beneficial.
Tom Serota heads the ushers and would love to add you to the team. We are also wanting
doormen/women so that people do not have to touch doors to get in and out. Ideally, we will
have 3 door people to open all our main entrances for people. Greeters inside will help people
get situated and give extra bulletins to groups.
Thank you in advance for your service!

WORSHIP:




www.fumcrockport.org/worship
Facebook: First United Methodist Church Rockport Tx
Request a sermon manuscript: call our office at 361-729-1659
Let us know you're worshiping with us from home by filling out the online Friendship Card.
You can find the link on our home page @ www.fumcrockport.org

PRAYER:


Prayer with Pastor Frank:

Mon-Thur @ 8:30 AM: In-person in the Sanctuary or on facebook.com/fumcrockport
Fri @ 8:30 AM on facebook.com/fumcrockport



Prayer requests can be sent to www.fumcrockport.org/prayer

SMALL GROUP AND BIBLE STUDIES:
Sun:
Tue:

CrossTalk, 9 AM, RecRm (Rm 6) or on Zoom—contact Jeannie Coe for info
Mid-Week Reflection with Pastor Frank, 11 AM, Rec Rm or on Zoom - find the Zoom link at
www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study.
Wed: Women’s Group with Donna, 1 PM, FH 3
Fri:
Bible Study with Pastor Frank, 6 PM, Parsonage, in person or on Zoom - find the Zoom link at
www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study
Sign up for Small Group Bible Studies @ www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study

GIVING:



Give online at fumcrockport.org/give
Mail to PO Box 1045, Rockport TX 78381
For the latest updates, check our website at fumcrockport.org
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12/02
12/02
12/03

Clayton Black
Trey Rider
Christine Freund

12/14
12/17
12/24

Steve and Mary Huhman
Bronson and Linda Hamilton
Ryan and Alicia Luchsinger

12/03

Holly Francis

12/03
12/05
12/07
12/08
12/09
12/10
12/10
12/12

Brookee Dunn (FLT)
Christine Brou
Noble Chapman
Melinda Brou
Lilly Hoose
Charlene Morin
Brian Brust
Ruth Crough

12/28
12/28

Rob and Jeannie Coe
Will and Jeannine Larson

12/12
12/12
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/16

Bette Mae Adams
Madelyn Jamison
Ann Schick
Kay Stone
Linda Collins
Georgia Townsend
Grant Brou

12/22
12/24
12/29

Kerstin Gordon (FLT)
Tim Chapman
Kaitlyn Jamison

12/31

Ava Hoose

Important Dates
DECEMBER 2020
**We now have two services on Sundays,
at 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM


Dec 6: Poinsettia Tree Set up



Dec 7: Children’s Church Training @ 1 PM, Rec Rm



Dec 8: Christmas Caroling @ Gulf Pointe Plaza



Dec 13: Blue Christmas Service @ 5 PM



Dec 14: Newsletter Deadline



Dec 15: Christmas Open House



Dec 20: Christmas Cantata



Dec 24: Church Offices Closed



Dec 24: Christmas Eve Services:
5 PM: Family Worship Service
7 PM: Traditional Worship Service



Dec 28: Church Offices Closed



Dec 31: Church Offices Closed (New Year’s Eve)
For full church calendar, see
www.fumcrockport.org/calendar
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Always Growing in Christ

Come join us as we focus our eyes on Jesus, the light of
the world. The Way the Truth, and the Life. (John 14:6)
 Every Sunday, 8 AM and 10:30 AM
 Every Wednesday, 6:00pm—Worship for All Ages
(Except Dec 23 and Dec 30)

 December 13th, 5:00pm—Blue Christmas Service
 December 20th, 8:00am & 10:30am—Christmas Cantata
 December 24th—Christmas Eve Services:
5:00pm—families, 7:00pm—Candlelight

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. BOX 1045
801 EAST MAIN
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78381-1045
(361) 729-1659
www.fumcrockport.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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