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HAPPY NEW YEAR
It’s hard to believe the year is at a close and a new year has begun.
Lord have mercy on us as we plunge into another year. I take courage
in these uncertain times, because I know who holds the future. My
Rock is a sure foundation, my God is good, merciful, forgiving, and full
of grace.

While we cannot control many of the circumstances around us, we
have some control over ourselves. Let’s covenant to be the positive

change in our circles of influence, to give God more room to work in
our hearts and more dominion over what we do and how we think.
My prayer is that God will fill your life, and you will be an embodiment of the Holy Spirit on Earth and that each of us
will be a Christian, which means, “little Christ.”

More than ever we need goals of quiet, peaceful hearts: The peace that surpasses all understanding: Joy that cannot
be quenched: The Love that does not grow cold. All those are fruits of our abiding relationship with the source of our
being, the True Vine, Jesus, who nourishes us and causes us to bear fruit.

One of the first services of the year in Methodist circles is, historically, a rededication of ourselves to the Lord and a
remembrance of our baptism. We remember that through cleansing and healing waters, we are claimed by God, and
we claim God. We are dead to sin and raised in Christ. This is also a great time to join the church. I invite you to
commit yourself and publicly declare your allegiance to God and the local church, and to commit to serve the Lord
through this body.
Please let me know if you would like to join! There is a membership class for people joining a church for the first time.
We will schedule this based on interest.
Many blessings to you and yours — Pastor Frank

UPCOMING IN JANUARY 2021
Hi, Church,
Here are a few things we will be doing in January:
January 3: There will be a recommitment service when the whole church is called to
remember our baptism and calling as the body of Christ and recommit ourselves to service the
Lord wholeheartedly;
January 10: I will be with the Army. Pastor Mike will be preaching in my place, and we will be
resuming our study of Luke;
January 17: I would like to recognize those of you who have served in the past year, and install new leaders for
2021. Please be present or online to be blessed for service, past or future.

January 24 @ 2 PM: Blessing of the Animals, an outdoor service to bless our pets that will be
held in the Church Pavilion (where we had the Pumpkin Patch)

Our worship life is organized around the Revised Common Lectionary—a system of reading through the entire Bible in a
3-year cycle. You are invited and encouraged to use these scripture passages in your devotional time.
Jan 3, 2021—Epiphany Sunday
Isaiah 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14
Ephesians 3: 1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
Jan 17, 2021—2nd Sun after the Epiphany
2 Samuel 3:1–10, (11-20)
Psalm 139: 1—6, 18—18
1 Corinthians 6:12–20
John 1:43–51

Jan 10, 2021—Baptism of the Lord
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1: 4–11

Jan 24, 2021– 3rd Sun after the Epiphany
Jonah 3:1– 5, 10
Psalm 62: 5—12
1 Corinthians 7:29–31
Mark 1:14—20
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Jan 31, 2021—4th Sun after the Epiphany
Deuteronomy 18:15—20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8: 1—13
Mark 1: 21—28

THANK YOU, CHURCH
Much of the work of the church is done by volunteers quietly laboring in the
background and not getting much recognition (unless you are in the choir, then
people might notice you). In whatever capacity you support the church and the
work of the Lord, I want to take some time to thank you.

I’m a hands-on type of person. Last year around this time, I invited every volunteer
to the parsonage for an appreciation dinner. I wish we could do it again this year, but it will have to wait until next
year. However, I can not let the year pass without saying “Thank You” to all of you who give of yourselves, your time,
and talents to build up the church. I marvel at the sacrifices you make and the joy you bring to others as you serve. I
treasure your prayers, and your feedback.
I’ve heard it said, “Don't ever question the value of volunteers. Noah's Ark was built by volunteers; the Titanic was
built by professionals.”
Thank you for being part of the team working on the Gospel Ship! We do dinners and small tokens of appreciation,
because we cannot possibly give you what you deserve. But keep working for the Lord, the retirement benefits are

matchless! - Pastor Frank

“THANK YOU!” for your generous Christmas gift offering!
What a blessing you are.
We are blessed to work alongside such kind and generous people!
In Christ’s Service,
FUMC Staff

This monthly newsletter is published by the First United
Methodist Church of Rockport, 801 E. Main Street,
Rockport, TX 78382.
Send address changes to P. O. Box 1045, Rockport, TX
78381.

“Like” us on Facebook!
“First United Methodist Church of
Rockport, TX “

First United Methodist Church of Rockport
Phone No. 361-729-1659
Rev. Frank Baik, Senior Pastor …………………….… x2248
Susan Jamison, Business Manager…………………. x2574
Stefany Simmons, Family Ministries…………………x2575
Paul Klemm, Director of Music…………………… x2577
Karen Snyder, Administrative Assistant…………. x2576
Kathy Wilson, RN, Wesley Nurse………………. x2578
Alfredo Gonzales, Custodian……………………….. x2501
Madaline Brown, First Learning Tree Director…….. x2584
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NOVEMBER 2020 RESULTS
Church
*Giving:
Castaway’s:
Market St Apartment Income
Total Income:
Expenses:
NOV Net Income
PPP Grant applied
NOV Net Income with Grant
Year-to-date Net Income
without PPP Grant
PPP Grant applied
Year-to-date Net Income with Grant

$ 35,056.38
$ 8,000.00
$ 3,085.00
$ 46,141.38
$ 41,937.70
$ 4,203.68
$
0.00
$ 4,203.68

UMARMY

March

Abundant Life Ministries

April

Emergency FOOD PANTRY

$23.00
$420.00
$11,705.00

July
August

$ 1,092.23
$ 56,652.24
$ 57,744.47

$ 58,689.35
$ 87,880.14
-$29,190.79
$
0.00
-$29,190.79

Undie Sunday!

$ 254.20

September UMCOR– Hurricane Relief

$385.00

October

Care Portal

$419.29

November

Good Samaritans

$153.00

December

Angel Tree Prison Fellowship
Ministry

$244.00

Benevolent Bucket is a special offering taken up on the first
Sundays of each month.
On January 3rd, the Benevolent Bucket is designated for
“HUMAN RELATIONS DAY”
“Love each other like the members of your family. Be the
best at showing honor to each other.” — Romans 12:10, CEB

-$ 97,954.61
$114,848.08
$ 16,893.47

Every January, on the Sunday before Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s birthday, United Methodists come together to help bridge
the gap between church and community. We do this by
participating in an offering on Human Relations Day. For
more than half a century, United Methodists have observed
this churchwide special Sunday in recognition of the message
Jesus demonstrated during his life: Every one of God’s
children is important.

Church and FLT Combined
Year-to-date Net Income
Without PPP Grant
PPP Grant applied **
Year-to-date Net Income with Grant

February

$122.00

June

First Learning Tree

Year-to-date Net Income
Without PPP Grant
PPP Grant applied
Year-to-date Net Income

Methodist Children’s Home

May

*Identified giving, Sunday School offerings and unidentified
giving (cash received when we pass the offering plates).

Income/Tuition
Expenses
NOV Net Income
PPP Grant applied
NOV Net Income with Grant

January

-$ 96,862.38
$171,500.32
$ 74,637.94

Our collective gifts on this day help build beloved community
by supporting life-changing programs that reach out to
neighborhoods and teens in crisis and share the love and hope
of Jesus Christ. Some of these programs are:
• The Community Developers Program is a network of racialethnic congregations helping local communities thrive.
• The United Methodist Voluntary Services Program supports
community advocacy, raising awareness of problems like
poverty and homelessness, human trafficking, immigration and
environmental justice.
• The Youth Offender Rehabilitation Program addresses
situations faced by incarcerated children and youth across the
globe.

**The entire amount of the Grant has now been applied and
will not be available as a credit against expenses beginning
with the August financials.
THANK YOU all for answering God’s Call to ministry and
we ask you to please keep your church and FLT staff in
your prayers and consider how you can answer God’s call
to stewardship of your prayers, presence, gifts, service
and witness. Our church and community are blessed by
all you have to offer. If you are traveling, you can go to our

Human Relations Day reminds us of Dr. King’s vision of the
beloved community that speaks of loving every neighbor as
ourselves. It calls us into “neighborhood,” into being a
neighbor, with all kinds of people in all kinds of places.

church website to give online at www.fumcrockport.org.
Blessings, Susan Jamison, Business Manager
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From Trustees Chairperson, Kathy Daniels
With the New Year comes New Opportunities for the Trustees to continue our commitment to
our beloved Church. I eagerly look forward to working with Danny Hale and DuWayne Coleman as
we navigate this coming year. I anticipate that there will be problems to be solved, equipment to
be repaired, and many challenges as the COVID-19 threat begins to fade and we begin the task of
rebooting the many ministries and events that this Church provides to our congregation and the
community.
Currently, the only project that Pastor Frank has asked us to consider is installing solar film on the
windows that look into the Atrium. During the summer months, the heat transfer into the Nursery Hallway and the Live Oak
Entrance is a problem that needs to be addressed. If you have experience with installation of solar film, please contact me or
another trustee.
If you have any other concerns about our Church, please give me a call!
Kathy Daniels
Trustee's Chair

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FIRST LEARNING TREE
It’s a new year at First Learning, and we are so excited! Last year created some challenges that caused us to grow as a
team, family, and center. With COVID-19 still around, we will continue to monitor our center for any signs of illness.

I would like to announce that First Learning Tree is officially an accredited childcare center through Texas
Rising Star. This honors us as a center that exceeds Texas Childcare Minimum Standards requirements and
responsibilities. With this award, we will receive more funding from the state, and enhance our already
thriving curriculum. Please congratulate our entire staff for a job well done!

God bless,
Madaline Brown
First Learning Tree Director
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Children’s Church
returns!

Parenting is HARD
Anyone who’s ever spent more than 5 minutes with a young
child (especially 8-yr old boys!) can probably determine that
parenting is challenging. Those sweet little infants don’t come
with a user manual, and there’s nothing we can do to stop
them from growing up! Nowadays we can get so busy with
having our children involved in wonderful “character-building”
activities, but are we giving focus to nurturing their faith
development?

WHAT? Children’s Church is a
place where children can learn
songs, Bible stories, and do crafts
together.

WHO? Children’s church is for children in Kinder—3rd grades.
Registration forms will need to be completed for each child.

We can teach them all kinds of skills and ways to behave in the
world, but ultimately if they haven’t discovered the goodness
of God and what it means to live by faith, then have we done
our job well? Have we set our children up for success even
when life beats them down?

WHEN? On Sunday mornings, during the 10:30am worship
service. Children will begin worship with their parents in the
sanctuary, and after the children’s sermon they are invited to
go into the fellowship hall with Children’s Church leaders. They
will be brought back into the sanctuary to rejoin their parents
at the end of the worship service.

These are the types of questions I ask myself, and if I’m being
honest, I feel like I fail at this frequently. As a leader in the
church, you might think I have it all together at home. But I can
assure you I don’t. That’s why the book “Spiritual Parenting:
an awakening for today’s families” by Michelle Anthony has
become so appealing to me. I am going to lead a study on this
book at the end of January, and I invite any parents who
struggle with these types of questions to join me in this
adventure, and let’s see how God transforms our families.
(details below)

WHY? Children’s Church gives a great space for children to
learn while also allowing their parents to focus on their own
worship experience.
Our COVID-19 Safety Procedures:
 We will check temperatures before children enter.
 All adult and youth volunteers will wear masks.
 Hand Sanitizer will be used frequently.

Blessings Always,
You can HELP too! If you would like to help out, please sign
up on the reception desk or contact Stefany with your
availability at ssimmons@fumcrockport.org.

Stefany Simmons
361-729-1659 x2575
ssimmons@fumcrockport.org

Spiritual Parenting Class
Six-week class begins January 24th
Sunday evenings @ 6:00-8:00pm
As parents / guardians, we are the primary source for helping our children to develop their
faith. Michelle Anthony’s book, Spiritual Parenting: an awakening for today’s families, will
show us how to “create environments that put [our] children in the path of the Divine.” The
cost for the book is $13.00.

“It’s hard enough to train kids to behave, but good behavior isn’t what Jesus calls
for in the Bible. God wants hearts and souls that are shaped in vibrant faith and
love toward Himself and others.“
Please RSVP on our website at www.fumcrockport.org.
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NEWS FROM KATHY WILSON, RN, WESLEY NURSE
Happy New Year!! Welcome 2021! The year 2020 was a challenging year for all of us. From the start of the pandemic, we have
seen many, many changes occur in how our lives are shaped.
With all the change, comes stress. According to the Mayo Clinic, “stress symptoms can affect your body, your thoughts and
feelings, and your behavior. Being able to recognize common stress symptoms can help you manage them. Stress that’s left
unchecked can contribute to many health problems, such as high blood pressure, heart disease, obesity and
diabetes.” (www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/stress-management/in-depth/stress-symptoms)
So, what can we do to make 2021 better for ourselves, our families, and our friends? Finding emotional and spiritual wellness is a
key component in being able to successfully handle all the stressors in our lives. But how?
Many tips are available and include:
 Develop a positive mindset: give yourself credit for acts of kindness, forgive yourself, eat healthy, be physically active,
surround yourself with positive, healthy people;
 Manage stress: have established sleep schedule, try relaxation methods of mediation, yoga, and prayer;
 Be mindful: deep breathing exercises (breathe in for a count of 4, out for count of 5),
walk outdoors, notice your breaths, be aware of the sights and sounds around you, and
when worries enter your mind, acknowledge them and move back to the present;
 Develop daily prayer routine: carve out a time of day for a quiet time of personal
reflection and prayer;
 Strengthen social connections: volunteer for places in our community that you care
about, (Rockport has many volunteer opportunities); for example, be a part of the
community garden (available through the Agri Life extension office);
 Seek professional counseling as needed for difficult situations.
A popular scripture that is used for graduations came to mind when I was thinking about “graduating into 2021” and is relevant
for the new chapter 2021:
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.” (Jeremiah 29:11)
If you have questions or concerns, please let me know. Currently, I am unable to restart the exercise groups or any of the Lunch
and Learn activities that I had hoped we would be able to do by now. Hope is what I’m holding onto—hope in the COVID 19
vaccine that we will once again be able to participate in groups, and be together in larger groups.
Until then, virtual hugs to all.
Blessings,
Kathy Wilson, RN, Wesley Nurse

3 John 1:2 “Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health,
just as it is well with your soul.”
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CHRISTMAS CANTATA 2020 STYLE!
Season of Wonder presented by the (Virtual) Chancel Choir on
December 20th.
If you missed it—or want to enjoy it again! - you can find this and
other services any time on our YouTube channel, First United
Methodist Church of Rockport.
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News from Music Director, Paul Klemm
I want to thank everyone that worked on the Virtual Cantata. From the singers to the readers to Wolfgang who did all
the video editing. It was so gratifying to finally see it completed. Thank you to everyone.
Through the process of putting the video together I learned a lot. Not just about the process (I’ll talk about that a little
more in a bit), but about choir in general. I learned that choir is not about beautiful voices blending together to make beautiful
music. It’s just voices blending; good, bad and in between voices. When everyone sings together it makes beautiful music. I
suppose that’s a euphemism about life, but in this case I mean it literally. Don’t think that you’re not good enough to sing with
us. You are. I promise.
Of course there are fewer opportunities to get together and sing these days. Until we get an all clear from the CDC we just won’t
have more than a few singers at a time for Sunday Services. That means we’re going to have to find more new and innovative
ways to contribute to the worship services.
Here are some of the ideas I’m working on:






I am planning another Virtual Cantata. My plan is to do the Cantata that
the choir was going to perform in New York City. This Cantata is specifically
for Pentecost, so we have until the end of May to get it produced.
We are always looking for anyone that would like to sing or play an
instrument during worship. If you have a talent that you’ve been keeping a
secret from us, come talk to me. Let’s find a way to share it with your
church family.
I have a source for skits and dramatic readings. They are written to go
along with specific scriptures. If you’re interested in participating with us,
let me know. It should be a lot of fun!

So, what do you need to do in order to participate? Let me know.
Oh… and be ready to have a great time!

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:
Monday, January 25th
Please send ministry information and glory
sightings to
Karen Snyder at ksnyder@fumcrockport.org.
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PRESCRIPTION ASSISTANCE
At this time, the Prescription Assistance Program
continues to handle requests only by phone or mail.
If you or someone you know needs prescription
assistance, please call 361-729-1666 and leave a
message with your contact information, and we will return your
call.
November 1 to November 30, 2020

CASTAWAYS THRIFT
SHOP
JOIN THE TEAM!

Clients
New Clients
New Clients Unable to Help
Forms Filed
Volunteer Hours

Castaways volunteers need more people on their pricing
team for Wednesday morning.
Please come by any Wednesday at 9 o’clock, learn how to
price the donations, and help us out.
Contact Annette at (361) 790-6217 if you're interested in
joining the Castaways Team.

Estimated Cash Value of Medications
Saved for Clients:
1 month supply
X 3 months supply

Thank you for considering Castaways for your community
outreach,
Annette
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$ 3,677.00
$ 11,031.00

CARING CARDS
The Caring Cards ministry is an important
connection that bonds our church family
together. We appreciate those who continue
to supply us with beautiful handmade cards.
If you like to make cards and wish to contribute, we welcome
handmade cards to send for birthdays and anniversaries. You
can bring them to the church and leave them at the receptionist
desk.
If you have questions please call Gail Hanson at 361-549-4244.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND!
If you are looking for service opportunities, check out
Castaways, Prayer Team, Caring Cards, or one of
these other areas below:

PRAYER TEAM



Mondays @10:30 AM
Fellowship Hall 3



This dedicated group comes to the
church to pray for prayer requests,
church staff, ministries of the church,
the community, and the world. Please
come if you would like to join this
group in prayer.
If you have any questions please contact Lynne Ruf at
361-816-5912.



Sunday morning Readers: especially at the 8 AM
Service - we need you!
Children's Church: contact Stefany Simmons for
details
Kitchen Crew – we are seeking more volunteers to
prepare meals for Wednesday evening’s “Worship
for All Ages” Service. Currently about 20-25 people
are attending this casual family-style service.

If you wish to volunteer for these opportunities, or in any
other area of service, contact the church office at 361729-1659. Thank you!
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SPREADING JOY
We had an AMAZING turnout for Christmas
Caroling at Gulf Pointe Plaza on December 8th.
First Learning Tree, ABC School, and FUMC Rockport
Youth Group paraded around the building singing
Christmas Carols to residents who watched through
the windows. What a blessing!

WORSHIP FOR ALL
AGES SERVICE
Join us on Wednesdays
@ 6:00 PM in the
Fellowship Hall!
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ANGEL TREE PRISON FELLOWSHIP
Thank you to everyone who provided gifts for the
children of parents who are incarcerated. These
gifts were distributed to many of the children on
Sunday, December 20th. And a special thank you
to Joyce Palmer for coordinating this outreach!

STAFF OPEN HOUSE
Thank you to everyone who joined
us for our Staff Open House this
year. It was different, but it was
lovely!
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FLAMINGO FUN
Never a dull moment with these pink friends
of ours… If you would like to support the
FUMC Youth Group and have fun flocking a
friend, you can do so by completing the form
on the reception desk or our website!

ADVENT WORSHIP SERVANTS
Thank you to all of the many volunteers who
contributed to the beautiful Advent worship services by
reading, ushering, singing, acolyting, decorating, and
more. You are LOVED and APPRECIATED!
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH HAS RETURNED!!
SUNDAYS DURING 10:30 AM SERVICE
Children’s Church is a place where children can learn songs,
Bible stories, and do crafts together.





For children Kinder-3rd grade
Children worship in the sanctuary with parents
through the Children’s Sermon, then go with
Children’s Church leaders to the Fellowship Hall
Children will be returned to the sanctuary to rejoin
parents after the service

WORSHIP:




www.fumcrockport.org/worship
Facebook: First United Methodist Church Rockport Tx
Request a sermon manuscript: call our office at 361-729-1659
Let us know you're worshiping with us from home by filling out the online Friendship Card.
You can find the link on our home page @ www.fumcrockport.org

PRAYER:


Prayer with Pastor Frank:

Mon-Thur @ 8:30 AM: In-person in the Sanctuary or on facebook.com/fumcrockport
Fri @ 8:30 AM on facebook.com/fumcrockport



Prayer requests can be sent to www.fumcrockport.org/prayer

SMALL GROUP AND BIBLE STUDIES:
Sun:
Sun:

CrossTalk, 9 AM, RecRm (Rm 6) or on Zoom—contact Jeannie Coe for info
Spiritual Parenting: (see pg 6 for details): January 24-March 7, 6-8 PM, Rec Rm (Registration
form available online)
Tue: Mid-Week Reflection with Pastor Frank, 11 AM, Rec Rm or on Zoom - find the Zoom link at
www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study.
Wed: Women’s Group with Donna, 1 PM, FH 3
Fri:
Bible Study with Pastor Frank, 6 PM, Parsonage, in person or on Zoom - find the Zoom link at
www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study
Sign up for Small Group Bible Studies @ www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study

GIVING:



Give online at fumcrockport.org/give
Mail to PO Box 1045, Rockport TX 78381
For the latest updates, check our website at fumcrockport.org
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01/03

Alice Lindquist (FLT)

01/07

Carol Freeman

01/10

Violet Luton

01/10

Richard Luton, Sr

01/11

Wendy Bryan

01/12

San Juana Tristan (FLT)

01/13

Jon Rappard

01/13

Devin Ruiz

01/13

Erika Ruvalcaba

01/15

Wayne Currie

01/16

Kevin Carruth

01/17

Joyce Dittmar

01/17

Linda Hamilton

01/19

01/05
01/08
01/13
01/17
01/22

Les and Carol Freeman
Tim and Debbie Chapman
Neal and Courtney Shane
Pat and Dina Murphy
Kenneth and Barbara Helbling

Important Dates
JANUARY 2021

We now have Children’s Church
during the 10:30 AM Service


Jan 1: New Year’s Day—Happy New Year!



Jan 3: Epiphany

Walter Abbott



Jan 3: Recommitment Service

01/19

Kenneth Goodner



Jan 17: Recognition of Church Leaders

01/19

Ernestine "Ernie" Schertz



Jan 24: Blessing of the Animals Service @ 2 PM

01/19

Shawn Simmons



01/20

Marion Halvorsen

Jan 24: Spiritual Parenting classes begin
(see page 6 for information)

01/23

Bruce Sanchez

01/23

Daniel Hanson

01/24

Lucia Fisher

01/25

Erica Burke

01/26

Gracie Simmons

01/28

James Morton

01/31

Jeannine Larson

For full church calendar, see
www.fumcrockport.org/calendar

Our beloved Virginia Russell passed away on December 20,
2020. She was a dedicated member of FUMC Rockport for 22
years. Virginia lived an amazing life filled with much service to
others.
Please hold Virginia’s friends and family in your prayers.
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Always Growing in Christ

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. BOX 1045
801 EAST MAIN
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78381-1045
(361) 729-1659
www.fumcrockport.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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