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www.facebook.com/fumcrockport
MASK OR NO MASK?

More than one person has told me that they are tired of masks. Me too—except when it froze in
February, then I wanted my face covered!
Recently we opened up group seating again. If you are immune, and comfortable sitting with others, there
is seating in the front where you can sit together on both sides of the sanctuary. When facing the front,
the first eight pews on the left and the first three on the right are where people can sit together. The rest
of the church will be sectioned off for distance seating.
I know some of you believe that if it’s your time to go, you will, and nothing can move the date up or down. There are biblical
grounds for that perspective. Others of you believe that we make choices, and suffer the consequences for our actions. There are
biblical grounds for free choice too. The truth is somewhere in between. People suffer from their mistakes, cause and effect. But
you can’t mess up God’s grace! It is perfect! And in the end God’s will and grace will prevail.
I can make choices about my own life. But if we belong to Christ, our choices are no longer about what I want. It is what God
wants, and what is good for the whole church. What is good for the visitor? What is good for the Kingdom of God? God and the
UMC has entrusted me with FUMC, and during this Pandemic lives have been placed in my
hands. If I can save one by being cautious, by all means I want to save one.
Wearing your face covering is like a crash helmet, you probably don’t need it. But if you are in
a crash, you may save a life. It’s a small price to pay for your neighbor’s peace. Your family will
feel better if you always wear your helmet.
On the other hand, if God has spoken to you, and you heard, “Don’t wear a mask,” I respect
that. If you are morally opposed to masking, or simply can’t do it, I understand that. If you wish
to be mask-less, would you sit in the front four pews on the left? That puts you out of the way
of people walking in and out that might be worried about contagion, or believe that God wants
them to cover up. If you see people masked, please respect the gap.

If you are a masker, and see people without masks, but they are 6+ feet from you in the safe zone, remember you are at a safe
distance, try not to worry. It is the honor system, but everyone in the safe zone is immunized and resistant. Guide one another so
everyone will feel at peace in worship.
So Maskers and Non-Maskers, consider your neighbor’s feelings and preference. Love one another through your differences and
Christ will shine all the more.
Thanks and Blessings,
Pastor Frank

CASTAWAYS METHODIST
VOLUNTEERS
2021 is off to a good start! Through all of their hard work
and time donated to helping those who need a solution to
shopping economically we continue to be blessed and are
grateful for all they do! It may have been COLD in
February but March started Spring off with a punch!!!

MARCH 2021 FINANCE
Church
*Giving:
Castaway’s:
Market St Apartment Income
Total Income:
Expenses:
MAR Net Income
PPP Grant applied
MAR Net Income with Grant

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

36,398.27
8,000.00
3,735.00
48,133.27
35,150.73
12,982.54
19,555.76
32,538.30

MAR 2021
Sales Total
Admin Fee to Castaways
Total deposit to FUMC

The total of $16,115.68 was distributed as: General fund:
$8,000.00; FUMC Reserve fund: $4,478.68; and UM
Castaways Volunteers fund: $3,637.00. THANK YOU TO
ALL OUR CASTAWAYS VOLUNTEERS!!

*Identified giving, Sunday School offerings and unidentified
giving (cash received when we pass the offering plates).

Our Special Offering for Mission 911 provided for a
total of $331.00. Thanks to all who responded!!

First Learning Tree
Income/Tuition
$ 53,822.07
Expenses
$ 61,481.48
MAR Net Income
_____________-$ 7,659.41
PPP Grant applied
$ 44,058.25
MAR Net Income with Grant
$ 36,398.84

Church and FLT Combined through MAR
Year-to-date Net Income
Without PPP Grant
PPP Grant applied **
Year-to-date Net Income with Grant

$ 18,185.00
- $ 2,070.00
$ 16,115.68

$ 24,376.06
$ 63,614.01
$ 87,990.07

CORRECTION: THE NEW PPP LOAN HAS
BEEN APPROVED FOR $148,995.00. This
paycheck protection program loan will help to
fund payroll and utilities for FUMC and FLT
over an 8 week period so that we may
continue to recover from this challenging
COVID-19 Pandemic. The funds will be
applied in March & April!

January

Human Relations Sunday

February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

Teen Challenge
UMCOR
Native American Min. Sunday
Peace with Justice Sunday

$50.00
$555.00
$216.00
$223.00

BENEVOLENT BUCKET is a special offering taken up on the
first Sundays of each month.
On MAY 2nd the Benevolent Bucket is designated for
“PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY”

Equipping The United Methodist Church to Do Justice
in Jesus’ Name - When you give on Peace with
Justice Sunday, your gift makes possible our critical
kingdom work in the world. Because you give:

THANK YOU all for answering God’s Call to ministry
and we ask you to please keep your church and FLT
staff in your prayers and consider how you can
answer God’s call to stewardship in your prayers,



presence, gifts, service and witness. Our church and
community are blessed by all you have to offer. If
you are traveling, you can go to our church website
to give online at www.fumcrockport.org.

Blessings, Susan Jamison, Business Manager
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Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting
Arizona border communities
 United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to
implement the denomination’s Social Principles to
address social-justice issue
 Pennsylvania students are educating their community
about sex-trafficking at home and abroad
These initiatives, and hundreds of other ones, are
possible because you give.

TWO-DEEP SAFETY POLICY
Our membership is about to expand. We are preaching the
Gospel and you are going to invite some people to church who
desperately need Jesus. Some of them will be transformed into
the likeness of Christ and may even become members and
serve in positions of trust. Our responsibility is to provide them
with a trustworthy and safe place to offer their worship and
gifts. We need to lead by example, and therefore, we follow a Two-Deep safety policy.
The UMC has rules on handling valuables, such as whenever children are present, we have a minimum of two trained adults to
insure their safety. This eliminates opportunity for abuse.

The same goes for money. Whenever money is being handled, it is to be done with two people. In other words, there are always
two people collecting, bagging, and counting offerings. I respect and trust our people profoundly. I know it’s faster and easier for a
single person to do it. But these are the rules of our church, and we must follow them. Churches across the world face painful
scandal every year because they trust one person with the money. If we follow our policy, what is given to God will be secure, not
only when we have trustworthy ushers, but for generations to come no matter who is serving in the capacity.
Also, please don’t trust your pastor with your offerings! The pastor should not handle church money by themselves. For example,
I have in the past been handed bills in the hallways—I immediately walked them to the safe. Please place money for the church,
for flowers, or for special offerings in the offering plate during service. Pastor Frank fears God and will not take money designated
as offerings for himself, but he is messy, forgetful and has been known to lose things! By not giving Frank money to transport by
himself you protect him. The same goes for our ushers and others who handle money.
However if you want to hand money to Frank, or someone else, as a gift to keep, that is perfectly fine. But please don’t hand
Pastor Frank money unless it is a gift to him. It eliminates temptation. And with no temptation there is no opportunity to sin.
To follow our Two Deep policy we would like a few volunteers to help usher, collect, and deposit money into the safe. It takes a
few minutes after each service. If you are willing, please contact the church office at 361-729-1659, and we will put you on the
calendar to help. In this way, we will move towards being a more secure church.
And from now on, even when I am in a hurry, I will walk you to the safe where we can safely deposit your offerings.
Thanks for your understanding in helping us to steward God’s resources, and eliminate the possibility or even appearance of
wrongdoing.
For God’s Glory,
Pastor Frank

This monthly newsletter is published by the First United
Methodist Church of Rockport, 801 E. Main Street,
Rockport, TX 78382.
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“First United Methodist Church of
Rockport, TX “
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News from Music Director, Paul Klemm
Good News!! As long as there is no unforeseen event between now and then,
Choir is coming back! The plan is to have choir begin rehearsing Wednesday August 4 th. I am tentatively planning
on rehearsal from 6:00 -7:30 PM. We will begin right away looking at a Cantata for Christmas. Not a virtual
Cantata, but a live one this time!!
I will warn you, singing is very much like exercising. You don’t one day decide that you’re going to run 10 miles.
You have to train for it and build up to it. Most of us have not really used our voices for over a year now. We will start slowly,
with good warm ups. In the meantime, singing hymns in church is a great way to strengthen your voice. Sing out, with gusto, and

let everyone hear you. It will definitely help get you back into shape.
If you’ve ever thought about singing in choir but didn’t know how to get started, this is your opportunity. Everyone will be starting
from the beginning, so come out and sing with us. Don’t read music? No problem! Don’t think you can sing? We don’t believe
you! Come on out and fellowship with a wonderful bunch of people!
Work is continuing on the virtual cantata for Pentecost. We are well into producing it, but there is still room for more singers. If
you’re at all interested (whether you’re in Rockport or not!), let me know. We would love to have you join us!

LIBRARY UPDATE
We are pleased to report that we have finished classifying and entering into a database
approximately one thousand volumes of our church library. We are currently working on
a method by which to make the catalog available online where one can look up books and
then request them to be set aside for pick up.
We hope to be open for limited hours by late June. Thank you for your patience.
The Library Committee

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE MONTH
Our worship life is organized around the Revised Common Lectionary—a system of reading through the entire Bible in
a 3-year cycle. You are invited and encouraged to use these scripture passages in your devotional time.
May 2, 2021: 5th Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

May 9, 2021: 6th Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

May 23, 2021: Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34. 35b
Romans 8:22-27
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

May 16, 2021: Ascension Sunday
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

May 30, 2021: Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17
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NEWS FROM KATHY WILSON, RN, WESLEY NURSE
Nurse’s Notes May 2021
Happy May!
So much in the news is talking about the COVID vaccine, and now we are
experiencing availability for most everyone. If you have not received your vaccine,
and have questions about whether or not to receive the vaccine, below is some
information in regards to the benefits from the Mayo Clinic:
A COVID-19 vaccine might:
 Prevent you from getting COVID-19 or from becoming seriously ill or dying due to COVID-19
 Prevent you from spreading the COVID-19 virus to others
 Add to the number of people in the community who are protected from getting COVID-19 — making it harder for the
disease to spread and contributing to herd immunity
 Prevent the COVID-19 virus from spreading and replicating, which allows it to mutate and possibly become more resistant
to vaccines
(2021, April 16). Retrieved April 20, 2021, from https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/indepth/coronavirus-vaccine/art-20484859#vaccine-benefits

Hopefully, this will help in making an informed decision in regards to the vaccine.
Many, many thanks to the generosity of contributions to the Wesley Nurse fund. The funding is vital to the
community we serve and the patients that are assisted in our path. For the first quarter of 2021 (January 1 st-March
31st), the Wesley Nurse was able to assist with medical copays, medications, clothes, food, lab testing, medication
equipment and medical supplies for a total of $1372.91. Thank you!!
The Walk the Walk group continues to “Walk with Abraham and Sarah”. The devotional guide brings out the
magnitude of the faith of Abraham and Sarah, acting in trust. We are learning to trust our faith journey to good
health through mind, body and spirit. Please join us as you are able. The schedule in May is:
Wednesday/Friday 8:15 a.m.-9 a.m.--- 2 mile walk and 9 a.m.-9:30 a.m. --- 1 mile walk
The Diabetic Support Group met in April for the first time in over a year. We were able to reconnect and learn
more about managing the journey of living well with diabetes. The group makes connections with others with
diabetes and supports each other with the accomplishments and failures that diabetes presents. Join us on the
second Tuesday of each month at 1:00 p.m. in the Youth Room.
Blessings to all,
Kathy Wilson, RN, Wesley Nurse
3 John 1:2 “Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health,
just as it is well with your soul.”

5

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF FIRST LEARNING TREE
During April 12th-16th, we celebrated “Week of the Young Child”. This is
dedicated to students infants-Pre-k, and all of their accomplishments.
Our students have worked hard this school year to develop through the
toughest of times, and we are so proud. To make them feel special, we
made musical instruments, tie-dyed t-shirts, had an ice cream party, and
many other fun activities. They really enjoyed all the festivities.
Here’s to our students that we love so much!

God bless,
Madaline Brown
First Learning Tree Director
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FROM TRUSTEES CHAIRPERSON, KATHY DANIELS

FLT PLAYGROUND
WORK DAY
Saturday, May 1st
9 AM
Meet @ FLT
Playground
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We are planning a fun morning of putting together kits using pallets and every
day items similar to the ones pictured to the right. Come join us! You will enjoy
making fun learning activities for our kids at
First Learning Tree.
Kathy Daniels, Trustee Chair
361-463-1217

Service - 1Peter 4:10
Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others
faithfully administering Gods grace in its various forms.

7

PRESCRIPTION ASSISTANCE

PRAYER TEAM
Mondays @10:30 AM
Fellowship Hall 3

At this time, the Prescription Assistance Program
continues to handle requests only by phone or mail.
If you or someone you know needs prescription
assistance, please call 361-729-1666 and leave a
message with your contact information, and we will
return your call.

This dedicated group comes to
the church to pray for prayer
requests, church staff, ministries
of the church, the community,
and the world. Please come if
you would like to join this group
in prayer. Prayer requests can
be filled out on the friendship card, called in to the church
office at 361-729-1659, or filled out at online at the church
website www.fumcrockport.org

March 1 to March 31, 2021
Clients
New Clients
New Clients Unable to Help
Forms Filed
Volunteer Hours

3
0
0
3
15.0

Estimated Cash Value of Medications
Saved for Clients:
1 month supply
X 3 months supply

If you have any questions please contact Lynne Ruf at
361-816-5912.

$ 1,922.00
$ 5,766.00

CARING CARDS
The Caring Cards ministry is an important
connection that bonds our church family
together. We appreciate those who continue
to supply us with beautiful handmade cards.
If you like to make cards and wish to contribute, we welcome
handmade cards to send for birthdays and anniversaries. You
can bring them to the church and leave them at the
receptionist desk.
If you have questions please call Gail Hanson at 361-549-4244.

CASTAWAYS THRIFT SHOP
Thank you for the nice donations you provided for the Castaways team to process for sale at
the shop. Because it takes sorting, packing, and transporting seasonal items to our off-site
storage, it would be very helpful if you could save those holiday items until near that
particular season. We are blessed with new volunteers from our church and are hoping for a
few more. Thank you for considering helping us at Castaways.
Contact Annette at (361) 790-6217 if you're interested in joining the Castaways Team.
Thank you for considering Castaways for your community outreach,
Annette
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NEW BEGINNINGS
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

CROSS TALK BIBLE STUDY
Sundays, 9:15 AM, Rec Rm
The class continues with the study of
Sermon on the Mount by Dr. Amy Jill
Levine, led by various class members.

Sundays, 9:00 AM
Fellowship Hall 1
Come join us!

Everyone welcome!

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY WITH DONNA…
The Wednesday Women’s Bible study is off to a great start on our new study of “Forgiving What You Can’t
Forget,” by Lysa Terkeurst. First week into the study and I could already tell many of us are working on this
and taking it quite seriously. I believe this one is going to be quite healing. Our last week for this study will be
May 26th.
Please be watching for a couple of pop up lunches this summer with Donna as she shares the stories on a few
women of faith. These will be held in the Fellowship Hall, with lunches ordered through Apple Dumpling. The
women of the Bible to be discussed will be made available soon and the dates of these lunches and
discussions will also be posted.
Donna looks forward to meeting some new women and welcomes prior participants always!
Donna Hyde
donna-hyde@att.net

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

MEMBERSHIP CLASSES

WHAT? Children’s Church is a place where
children can learn songs, Bible stories, and do
crafts together.
WHY? Children’s Church gives a great space
for children to learn while also allowing their parents to focus
on their own worship experience.
WHO? Children’s church is for children in Kinder—3rd grades.
Registration forms will need to be completed for each child.
These are located on the reception desk.
WHEN? Sunday mornings, during the 10:30am service.
Children begin worship with their parents in the sanctuary, and
after the children’s sermon they may go to the fellowship hall
with Children’s Church leaders.
Our COVID-19 Safety
Procedures:
 Check temperatures before
children enter
 All adult and youth
volunteers will wear masks
 Hand Sanitizer will be used
frequently

Would you like to commit to
Membership at FUMC Rockport? Just
because you come on Sunday does
not mean you are a member. I will
have a new membership class
starting soon, and will schedule
classes to accommodate your needs.
Classes are about an hour long and cover:
 Christian History, Methodism, and facility tour
 FUMC Rockport History & Ministries, Gifts Inventory
 Membership privileges & expectations, Vows & Ceremony
walk-through
We will have a make-up class if you miss one.
Please sign up, and learn what it really means to be a member
of FUMC Rockport.
Thanks and Blessings!
Frank
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A fun night of fellowship, pizza and the
Christian music of TobyMac in Corpus Christi
was enjoyed by our youth and sponsors!

THANK YOU TO DANNY AND SUSIE HALE
The Parsonage walkway to the front entrance was coming up and had
become a tripping hazard. It was recently repaired with an extra detail.
The cardboard letters which are embedded in the walk will later be
removed and filled in with colored resin. The trees at the parsonage
were also trimmed.

Thank you Danny and Susie Hale for funding repairs and maintenance.
Grace and Favor abound to you.

Plan on coming over to check it out. I am already planning some celebrations in the future. - Pastor Frank
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A lovely baby shower for
Baby Girl Gonzalez!

Beautiful Day!
Beautiful Flowers!
Beautiful Ladies!

We are so excited to get to meet
Baby Girl in May!

Myrtle Lee and Linda
Swiggett admire the
roses as they arrive for
walking classes.

Easter Sunrise Service @ the Beach—April 4, 2021
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Worship Schedule

CHURCH
OFFICES
CLOSED

Sunday:
8:00 a.m.: Weekly Holy Communion

MONDAY
MAY 31, 2021

10:30 a.m.: Monthly Holy Communion
(1st Sundays)

(MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY)

WORSHIP:




www.fumcrockport.org/worship
Facebook: First United Methodist Church Rockport Tx
Request a sermon manuscript: call our office at 361-729-1659
Let us know you're worshiping with us from home by filling out the online Friendship Card.
You can find the link on our home page @ www.fumcrockport.org

PRAYER:


Prayer with Pastor Frank:

Mon-Thur @ 8:30 AM: In-person in the Sanctuary or on facebook.com/fumcrockport
Fri @ 8:30 AM on facebook.com/fumcrockport



Prayer requests can be sent to www.fumcrockport.org/prayer

SMALL GROUP AND BIBLE STUDIES:
Sun:

New Beginnings, 9 AM, FH 1
CrossTalk, 9:15 AM, RecRm (Rm 6) or on Zoom—contact Jeannie Coe for info
Tue: Mid-Week Reflection with Pastor Frank, 11 AM, Rec Rm or on Zoom - find the Zoom link at
www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study.
Wed: Women’s Group with Donna, 1 PM, FH 3: New study beginning April 7th—see page 10 for info
Thu: Disciple Fast Track Bible Study, Facilitated by Richard Hyde, 1 PM, Rec Rm
Fri:
Bible Study with Pastor Frank, 6 PM, Parsonage, in person or on Zoom - find the Zoom link at
www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study
Sign up for Small Group Bible Studies @ www.fumcrockport.org/bible-study

GIVING:



Give online at fumcrockport.org/give
Mail to PO Box 1045, Rockport TX 78381
For the latest updates, check our website at fumcrockport.org
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Important
Dates
05/01
05/03
05/06
05/06
05/09
05/12
05/17
05/18
05/19
05/19
05/22
05/24
05/29
05/30
05/31
05/31

Jerry Sanchez
Sam Schertz
Debbie Chapman
Victoria Jamison
Jane Shanlever
Kaitlyn Carruth
Wyston Harmon
Kathy Abbott
Rob Coe
Nathan Freund
Mary John Hoffman
Judith Herndon
Chrystal Perez (FLT)
Jay Tarkington
Susie Black
Lee Jamison DuBose

MAY 2021











May 1: FLT Playground Work Day @ 9 AM
May 2: Benevolent Bucket: Peace With
Justice Sunday
Week of May 3rd: Teacher Appreciation Week
May 9: Mother’s Day
May 11: Diabetic Support Group
May 16: Ascension Sunday
May 21: FLT Graduation @ 10 AM
May 23: Pentecost: Cantata Both Services
May 30: Trinity Sunday
May 31: Memorial Day Holiday—Church
Offices Closed

**Walking Classes Wednesdays and Fridays
@ 8:15 AM and 9 AM in FH 3

05/05
05/12
05/13
05/25

Walter and Kathy Abbott
John and Sherry Peirce
Dale and Norma Vickers
Sam and Ernestine Schertz

For full church calendar, see
www.fumcrockport.org/calendar

Has God Done Something
Amazing in Your Life?
Others would benefit from
reading about it—You can share
your testimony in the newsletter!
(If you want assistance with
editing, we can help)

WE COULD USE YOUR HELP!
If you would like to volunteer a few hours each week at the
receptionist desk, let us know!

Email to ksnysder@fumcrockport.org

Call the church office
@ 361-729-1659
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“She is more precious than rubies….”

Always Growing in Christ

Proverbs 3:15

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
P.O. BOX 1045
801 EAST MAIN
ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78381-1045
(361) 729-1659
www.fumcrockport.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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