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Worshipping with the Rockport Community since 1870 

I pray everyone had a very merry Christmas and is enjoying the new 
year! It was a joy to spend this Advent season with such an amazing 
congregation. 

Every New Year I look and listen for a scripture that God is guiding me 
to. This Scripture helps me to focus the will of God not only for myself 
but also for the ministries of the church. I love this yearôs scripture! It is 
a short but impactful promise that if we ñare pure and uprightò following 
Godôs divine plan our future will be prosperous. This scripture comes 
from the book of Job chapter 8:7 ñYour beginnings will seem humble, so 
prosperous will your future be.ò NIV ñAlthough your former state was 
ordinary, your future will be extraordinary.ò CEB. God is so good! We 
had so many unexpected blessings in 2025 and I canôt wait to see the 
blessings God brings this year! 

Happy New Year, 

Pastor Melissa Lind 
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Birthdays 
 

Suzie Marable - January 15th 
 

Kenneth Goodner - January 19th 
 

Wayne Caraway - January 23rd 
 
 

      
January 2026 Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

Castaway Volunteer Christmas Party 
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As we enter into this wonderful new year, we want to highlight our accomplishments 
and events for 2025. 

 

The beginning of the year was full of wintery events such as òDr. Seuss Weekó that 
ended with our annual parade full of Dr. Seuss books, Super Bowl party, and Valentine 
extravaganzas. Our staff attended several conferences to learn new ideas and techniques 
for their classrooms.  

 

Spring brought in some fresh fun with our annual òSt. Jude Trike-a-Thonó where we 
raised $2500 for patients in their hospital. We celebrated òWeek Of the Young Childó by 
highlighting all the wonderful things young children do. To end the week, we hosted a color 
powder throw for our students, and they loved it. Messy and fun. Next there was òKentucky 
Derby Dayó when we dressed up in our best hats and had òhorseó races in the parking lot. 
To celebrate òTeacher Appreciation Week,ó our parents treated us to a week of food and 
gifts. We are truly blessed. Graduation was a beautiful display with 16 graduates showcasing 
all theyõve learned in our school. They are now in kindergarten showing great success.  

 

Though it was hot, and we endured a drought, summer was a blast. We celebrated 
òTropical Christmas,ó and spent most of our days indoors creating magic. The kids were not 
ready to go back to school. To celebrate the end of summer, we hosted òOpen Houseó 
where our parents were able to see all the accomplishments of their children. òBackpacks 
and Blue Jeansó was successful, and we distributed over 800 pairs of socks to our 
community. Ending summer, we held our second annual òBe Kind to Human Kind Week,ó 
where we blessed our Humane Society, first responders, parents and community with gifts 
and good deeds.  

 

Gearing up for fall, we celebrated òCommunity Helper Weekó by gifting our first 
responders treats and sweets. Also, we opened our Pumpkin Patch and delivered òPorch 
Pumpkinsó to homes and businesses in our community. We hosted our annual òTrunk-or-
Treató and òTrick or Treat Down the Streetó where we collected goodies to send home. For 
Thanksgiving, we collected òBlessing Bagó food items and turkeys for the church. As always, 
this was successful by providing meals for over 30 families. To end our fall events, we hosted 
our annual òFLT Thanksgiving Lunchó with our families and students. 

 

Ending with our winter events, we hosted òTinsel and To-Doõsó where our families 
dropped their children off on Saturdays to get some needed errands accomplished.  
òChristmas Spirit Weekó was colorful and beautiful with festive themes. Our òChristmas 
Pageantó at the church was splendid with a great time of bonding with the congregation. 
To end the year, we hosted our annual òFairy Tale Balló with characters of all kinds. This 
was a beautiful year, and though it is difficult to see it go, we are so excited for whatõs in 
store! 

FIRST LEARNING TREE 
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